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Literary Fiction

Publication:
Spring 2023
Simon & Schuster

Film/TV:
Available

Materials:
Manuscript Available

Rights Sold:
English (North America): 
Simon & Schuster

Closer By Sea
Perry Chafe
CLOSER BY SEA is about loss and healing, the fragility of childhood bonds and adapting to 
an ever-changing landscape that is itself on the brink of disappearing.

In 1991, on a small, isolated island off the coast of Newfoundland, a twelve-year-old boy 
struggles to come to terms with the death of his father.  It’s been two years since Pierce’s dad, a 
fisherman, disappeared at sea, his body never found.  Pierce has since developed a fear of the 
ocean, which is problematic since he’s surrounded by it.  In fact, his tiny island, home to only a 
thousand residents, depends on the ocean for its survival.  Even Pierce and his best friends, 
Thomas and Bennie, count on pocket money from the fish plant.  



Island life is quiet and hard, but it gets even harder the day a young teen, Anna, goes missing. 
Pierce knows Anna. He knows her well. They shared an unusual but special bond. When she 
disappears without a trace, Pierce can’t help but wonder what’s really happened to her and why 
the people he cares about keep going missing. 



But he’s not alone, not completely. Helped along by his best friends and a new one, Bennie’s 
cousin Emily, who’s visiting from New York, Pierce sets out to find Anna. The kids soon cross 
paths with a mysterious islander named Solomon, a hermetic fisherman who may just know 
something about the missing teen. Their search brings them into contact with unrelenting 
bullies, magnificent sea creatures, fierce storms and glacial giants. But most of all, it brings them 
closer to the adult world and to leaving their childhood behind.

Perry Chafe is a Canadian television showrunner, writer, producer and songwriter. He is a co-founder 
and partner in Take the Shot Productions, a film and television-based production company whose 
work has garnered critical and commercial success both domestically and globally. Perry was the co-
creator, showrunner and head writer for the TV series Republic of Doyle, which ran for 6 seasons on 
the CBC.  He was also an executive producer and writer for the Netflix/Discovery series Frontier 
starring Jason Momoa.  In addition, Perry was an executive producer and writer for Caught, a CBC 
limited series based on Lisa Moore’s award-winning novel of the same name. Perry is currently a 
writer and producer on the new original CBC series Son of a Critch, based on the best-selling 
memoir from Mark Critch. Born in Petty Harbour, Newfoundland and Labrador, Perry holds a B.A 
from Memorial University.

Represented by: Samantha Haywood
Contact: samantha@transatlanticagency.com
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Literary Fiction

Publication:
Spring 2023
Atria, Simon & Schuster

Film/TV:
Available

Materials:
Manuscript Available

Rights Sold:
English (Canada and US): 
Simon & Schuster

The Double Life of Benson 
Yu
Kevin Chong
With destabilizing narrative twists reminiscent of Susan Choi’s Trust Exercise and Charles Yu’s 
Interior Chinatown, The Double Life of Benson Yu is an original look at how narrative is 
used to survive abuse—and how abuse warps narrative.

A twelve-year-old named Benny lives with his ailing and very traditional grandmother in a 
Chinatown housing project in the 1980s. Meanwhile, a burly white man named Constantine, 
who believes he is a medieval samurai reincarnated in the wrong body, moves into the 
apartment down the hall shortly after his release from a psychiatric hospital.

When Benny’s grandmother is hospitalized, Benny survives on his own until a social worker 
begins to uncover his lies at school. Not knowing who to turn to, he is taken in reluctantly by his 
strange neighbour. Soon, an unlikely and poignant bond is formed as Benny and Constantine live 
and train together.  



‌‌Or does it?

‌

As this story progresses, its narrator, Yu, keeps interjecting from the present day, revealing 
glimmers of a real-life backstory that’s darker than the one he’s telling about Benny and 
Constantine. Eventually, his world intersects with Benny’s, and Yu must confront the demon he’s 
spent his adult life trying to evade or risk his own life—and Benny’s.

Kevin Chong is the author of six books of fiction and nonfiction, most recently the novel The Plague. 
Kevin has been a finalist for the CBC Creative Nonfiction Prize, the Dr. Tony Ryan Book Award, the 
Hubert Evans Prize for Best Original Non-Fiction, and received Honourable mentions from the 
National Magazine Award, Forward Magazine Book of the Year and the Amazon First Novel Award.

Represented by: Samantha Haywood and Carolyn Forde
Contact: samantha@transatlanticagency.com, 

carolyn@transatlanticagency.com

“An uncompromising exploration 
of toxic masculinity and cycles 
of abuse. Rather than opting for 
easy answers, this novel faces its 
demons and finds its catharsis in 
the powerful medicine of 
embracing the truth. A 
triumphant and important novel.” 
–Seth Fried, author of The 
Municipalists‌

"A nuanced, complex and highly 
original novel, equal parts 
harrowing and illuminating. Kevin 
Chong's language is endlessly 
readable, bursting with pain, 
humor and invention. 
Remarkable." - Charles Yu, author 
of INTERIOR CHINATOWN, Winner 
of the 2020 National Book Award
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Literary Fiction

Publication:
June 2022
Invisible Publishing

Materials:
Books Available

Rights Sold:
English (World): Invisible 
Publishing

At Last Count
Claire Ross Dunn
The funny, sad and wise story of Paisley Ratchford, who overcomes her childhood struggles 
with OCD and finds a hopeful future in the arms of her reformed high school tormentor.

Paisley receives an unhappy 40th birthday gift: eviction from her apartment. With nowhere to 
go, Paisley tries to regain possession of her childhood home on Amherst Island, but her assigned 
lawyer is Garnet Mulligan, the community’s bully of yore and her childhood tormentor. Paisley is 
plunged into the memory of her youth, trying to control her small world with obsessive 
compulsive disorder. But counting to eight and checking the stove a dozen times a day have 
little effect on island bullies, dysfunctional families, extra-marital trysts, and a mentally ill 
mother who leaves the family home to the island’s feral cats. In other words, Paisley is a fighter 
who was never given a fighting chance. But now, risk is the only way forward. By facing Garnet 
and her past, she sees that her OCD can be managed, especially given a shot at a future, a roof 
over her head, and even unexpected love. A person can overcome her history, and she doesn’t 
have to believe everything her brain tells her.

Claire Ross Dunn is a television and film writer from Toronto who has worked on such shows as 
Degrassi and Little Mosque on the Prairie. She is the author, with Elfi Schlegel, of The Gymnastics 
Book (Firefly Books) and she is co-writer of the play The Knitting Pilgrim, which has toured for over 
50 shows and is readying for an international tour. AT LAST COUNT is her first novel.

Represented by: Amy Tompkins; Film/TV: Kerry Ball, Meridian Artists
Contact: amy@transatlanticagency.com; KBall@meridianartists.com

"Dunn has a way of making us 
laugh and cry in the same breath. 
She makes us think about the 
patterns we keep on retracing and 
the joy of taking flight.” ―Abby 
Sher, author of Amen, Amen, 
Amen: Memoir of a Girl Who 
Couldn't Stop Praying (Among 
Other Things)



“Written with humour and 
wisdom and delightful abandon, 
At Last Count negotiates a way 
through this often unfathomable 
life with loveable, fallible 
characters and a story you won’t 
soon forget.” - Jane Finlay-Young, 
author of From Bruised Fell



“Full disclosure: I didn’t 
understand the allure of birding 
until I read AT LAST COUNT. Paisley 
Ratchford is a beautifully drawn 
character who has endured much 
in her short life. She has OCD, the 
depiction of which is at once 
realistic, sensitive, and uplifting. I 
couldn’t stop turning the pages 
as I followed Paisley’s journey to 
confront her demons. Claire Ross 
Dunn masterfully weaves 
heartbreak and hope together 
through the prism of searching 
for the rarest bird of all, 
happiness.” —Zarqa Nawaz, author 
of Green Ruins Everything



"Claire Ross Dunn has written a 
beautiful novel! At Last Count is 
as touching and moving as 
anything by American bestseller 
Anne Tyler―that funny and 
heartbreaking chronicler of 
life's disasters and how we 
manage to move through them." 
―Antanas Sileika, author of 
Provisionally Yours
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Literary Fiction

Publication:
May 2022
NeWest Press

Film/TV:
Available

Materials:
Books Available

Rights Sold:
English (World): NeWest Press

Why I'm Here
Jill Frayne
The enthralling first novel from Governor General's Award shortlisted author Jill Frayne.

Fifteen-year-old Gale is miserable in Whitehorse, that is clear to counsellor Helen Cotillard the 
moment Gale walks into Helen’s office, accompanied by her stepmother. It’s 1995, and one 
counselling agency for kids and families serves all of Yukon. Gale has been having anxiety 
attacks, caused, her stepmother says, by post-traumatic stress, and the last one sent her to 
hospital. Helen starts seeing Gale regularly, and Gale’s story and her distress at being separated 
from her little sister Buddie too closely parallels a calamity in Helen’s own life. In beautiful prose, 
Jill Frayne shows the reader both the difficult landscape of the north, and the damaged 
landscapes of two human hearts.

Jill Frayne’s first book, the travel memoir Starting Out in the Afternoon: A Midlife Journey Into 
Wild Land (Random House Canada, 2002), was lauded by The Globe and Mail as having writing 
that was  “transcendental, ecstatic, as crisp and clear as Lake Superior in October”. It was a finalist 
for a Governor General’s Award. She has been published in The Walrus, Literary Review of Canada, 
Canadian Geographic, Up Here and Explore magazines, among others. Jill Frayne worked with kids 
and families in a counselling agency in northern Ontario for many years. She lives on a bush lot north 
of Parry Sound and spends winters in the wild mountains on the Yukon border.

Represented by: Amy Tompkins
Contact: amy@transatlanticagency.com

“Why I’m Here is a brave novel 
about how families define people’s 
lives and destinies.” –ForeWord 
Reviews



"From the boreal forests of the 
Yukon to Canadian Shield country 
in Ontario, Frayne writes with 
graceful, devastating power 
about the hold of place and 
family on people, and the way love 
runs strange and wayward and 
deep through both. The result is a 
novel with all the clean lines and 
stark beauty of a glacier, 
revealing the crevasses that tear 
lives apart but also, despite 
everything, link them together." 
--Kate Harris, author of Lands of 
Lost Borders

"I loved reading this exquisite 
portrait of a therapist's 
relationship to a teenage girl 
whose violent past has followed 
her to the Yukon, where the 
landscape can both wound and 
heal. Jill Frayne writes about the 
far North with the same wisdom 
and tenderness she brings to the 
lives of her unforgettable 
characters." --Marni Jackson, 
author of Don't I Know You?



"Frayne is masterful in weaving 
together the internal and 
external worlds. She builds them 
with equal beauty and complexity 
using language as clear and fresh 
as the northern landscapes she 
describes. Why I'm Here is vivid, 
powerful, and a skilled reflection 
on life itself. Frayne shows us our 
own fallibility--and pathways 
through it--with careful 
attention." --Jennifer Kingsley, 
author of Paddlenorth: 
Adventure, Resilience, and 
Renewal in the Arctic Wild



"What a perfect title Jill Frayne 
chose for her wonderful novel. 
The 'here' of Why I'm Here first 
suggests physical places, and 
Frayne's descriptions of 
Whitehorse and Atlin, BC, are 
irresistibly seductive. She is a 
master of inner weather as well 
as outer: 'here' is also home, a 
safe place, a place where you are 
important. More than one 
daughter in this book searches 
for home, and Frayne skillfully 
unspools the complicated 
relationship between a troubled 
girl and her counsellor. As for 
the revelatory ending, it is one of 
the most surprising and 
satisfying conclusions I have read 
in years." --Katherine Ashenburg, 
author of Sofie & Cecilia and Her 
Turn



“The ‘here’ in the title is the clue: 
Why I’m Here is about place. To 
those in the South, Yukon is 
landscape. To those who live 
there, it’s a tough, beautiful, and 
ultimately forgiving embrace. The 
challenges Frayne’s characters 
face in this tough, beautiful and 
forgiving novel don’t come from 
the land, but from their own 
inability to leave their pasts 
behind.” --Wayne Grady, author of 
The Good Father
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Literary Fiction

Publication:
Fall 2022
Vagrant Press (Nimbus)

Film/TV:
Available

Materials:
Books Available

Rights Sold:
Canada English and French: 
Nimbus

Quiet Time
Katherine Harvey
Readers of Jeanette Walls’ The Glass Castle and Heather O’Neill’s Lullabies for Little Criminals, 
will recognize in QUIET TIME the fall into a world of addiction, abuse, and false hope, and 
the glimmer of survival.

QUIET TIME chronicles the rise and fall of a twenty-something writer named Grace. Raised in a 
beautiful, saltbox house overlooking the ocean by talented and successful artists, twenty-
something writer Grace’s life is outwardly idyllic. So why is her mother constantly disappearing, 
while her father is always locked away in his office? When Grace meets Jack, one of her mother’s 
new, young friends, she believes he will be the man to save her. But the past is haunting her, and 
their relationship further fuels her rapid, downward spiral into addiction and mental illness. 
QUIET TIME will appeal to readers of Jeanette Walls and Heather O’Neill, which details Grace’s 
journey to find her voice after a lifetime of being silenced.

Katherine Alexandra Harvey began writing short stories and poetry as a child. She obtained her 
Bachelor and Master of Arts in Folklore, before transitioning into a career in writing. She was long-
listed for the Carter V. Cooper Literary Award (2019), and long-listed for the Writer’s Association of 
NL FISH award (2020). Harvey’s work has been published in Riddle Fence, The Newfoundland 
Quarterly and Exile Literary Journal.

Represented by: Chelene Knight and Carolyn Forde
Contact: chelene@transatlanticagency.com & 

carolyn@transatlanticagency.com

“Here is a fresh voice with a 
hotline to her readers’ hearts.” - 
Lisa Moore, acclaimed author of 
Giller Prize and International 
Dublin Literary Award nominated 
and Commonwealth Prize Best 
Book Award winner Alligator, 
and Canada Reads winner February 



“Harvey’s voice is refreshingly 
urgent and passionate and no 
doubt will cut through the noise 
to make a lasting mark on modern 
CanLit.” Joel Thomas Hynes, author 
of Governor General Award and 
BMO Winterset Award winner, and 
Giller Longlisted We’ll All Be 
Burnt in Our Beds Some Night.
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Literary Fiction

Publication:
February 2023
HarperCollins Canada

Film/TV:
Available

Materials:
Manuscript Available

Rights Sold:
English (Canada): 
HarperCollins

The Story of Us
A Novel

Catherine Hernandez
From the beloved author of Scarborough and Crosshairs

Like many Overseas Filipino Workers, Mary Grace Concepcion lives a life of sacrifices. She left 
her husband, Ale, to work as a caregiver, and travels to Canada the hopes of one day sponsoring 
Ale and having children of their own.



In Toronto, she navigates successive bewildering and careless employers and unruly children, and 
then becomes a Personal Support Worker for elderly Liz, who has Alzheimer’s disease. While Liz 
challenges Mary Grace’s conservative beliefs, she soon becomes Liz’s biggest ally, and their 
friendship will turn out to be just as legendary as Liz’s past.



Beautifully narrated by Mary Grace’s newborn baby, The Story of Us portrays sisterhood, 
blood and chosen family, and how belonging can be found where we least expect it.

CATHERINE HERNANDEZ (she/her) is a queer woman of Filipino, Spanish, Chinese and Indian 
descent who married into the Navajo Nation. Her first novel, Scarborough, was a finalist for Canada 
Reads 2022, and the film adaptation, for which she wrote the screenplay, won eight Canadian Screen 
Awards. Her second novel, Crosshairs, was shortlisted for the Toronto Book Award.

Represented by: Marilyn Biderman
Contact: marilyn@transatlanticagency.com

Praise for Crosshairs: 



Crosshairs shortlisted for the 
City of Toronto Book Award



"Crosshairs is both unnervingly 
prescient and undeniably 
profound. A harrowing work 
that's as much a battle cry as a 
ballad for the erased, and we 
should all be listening."

V.E. Schwab, NYT bestselling 
author of The Invisible Life of 
Addie La Rue


"A beautiful, unapologetic, and 
unwatered-down burst of fury 
against cis white supremacy and 
tyrannical power systems, 
centred around a main cast that 
must be fiercely protected. 
Hernandez writes the best kind of 
dystopian story, one than holds a 
sobering mirror up to our own 
world. Let this book haunt you."

Marie Lu, NYT bestselling author 
of the Legend series
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Literary Fiction

Publication:
May 2003
Riverhead Books

Materials:
Books Available

Rights Sold:
English (US): Riverhead Books, English 
(Canada): Ancor Canada, Albanian (World): 
Omsca, Arabic (Qatar): Bloomsbury Qatar,

Armenian (World): Zagnak 97, Assamese 
(India): Banalata, Azerbaijani (World): Ali & 
Nino, Bangladeshi (World): Sandesh, Basque 
(Spain): El Anden, Bosnian (World): Buybook, 

Brazilian (World): Globo, Bulgarian (World): 
Obsidian, Catalan (Spain): Ediciones 62,

Complex Chinese (Taiwan): ECUS, Simplified 
Chinese (China): Horizon, Croatian (World): 
Vorto Palabra, Czech (World): Argo, Czech 
Audio (World): Tympanum, Danish (World): 
Cicero, Dutch (World): Bezige Bij, Estonian 
(World): Eesti, Finnish (World): Otava, 

French (World): Editions Belfond,

Georgian (Georgia): Artanuji, German 
(World): S. Fischer Verlag, Greek (World): 
Psichogios, Gujarati (India): Navbharat 
Sahitya Mandir, Hindi (India): Penguin India, 
Hungarian (World) Libri, Icelandic (World): 
JPV, Indonesian (Indonesia): Ethis Veliyedu, 
Israeli (World): Matar, Italian (World): 
Piemme, Japanese (World): Hayakawa, 
Kannada (India): Bhavna Prakashana, Kazakh 
(Kazakhstan): Foliant, Korean (Korea): 
Hyundae Munhak, Latvian (World): 
Zvaigzne, Lithuanian (World): Jotema, 
Macedonian (World): Matica Makedonska, 
Malayalam (India): DC Books, Malaysian 
(Malaysia): Pelangi Novel, Marathi (India): 
Mehta Publishing, Montenegro (World): 
Nova Knjiga, Norwegian (World): Cappelen 
Damm/Font, Polish (World): Albatros, 
Portuguese (World): Ed. Presenca,

Romanian (World): Niculescu, Russian 
(World): Phantom Press, Serbian (World): 
Laguna, Slovak (World): Ikar, Slovenian 
(World): Mladinska Knjiga Zaloba, Spanish 
(Spain): Salamandra, Swedish (World): 
W&W, Tamil (India): Ethis Veliyedu, Thai 
(World): Nation Intl., Turkish (World): 
Everest, Sri Lankan (World): Wijesooriya 
Grantha Kenraya, Vietnamese (World): Nha 
Nam, Ukrainian (World): Old Lion Publishing

The Kite Runner
Khaled Hosseini
The #1 New York Times bestselling debut novel that introduced Khaled Hosseini to millions 
of readers the world over.

The unforgettable, heartbreaking story of the unlikely friendship between a wealthy boy and the 
son of his father's servant, caught in the tragic sweep of history, The Kite Runner transports 
readers to Afghanistan at a tense and crucial moment of change and destruction. A powerful 
story of friendship, it is also about the power of reading, the price of betrayal, and the possibility 
of redemption; and an exploration of the power of fathers over sons—their love, their sacrifices, 
their lies.



Since its publication in 2003 The Kite Runner has become a beloved, one-of-a-kind classic of 
contemporary literature, touching millions of readers, and launching the career of one of 
America's most treasured writers.

Khaled Hosseini is one of the most widely read and beloved novelists in the world, with over thirty 
eight million copies of his books sold in more than seventy countries. The Kite Runner was a 
major film and was a Book of the Decade, chosen by The Times, Daily Telegraph and Guardian. A 
Thousand Splendid Suns was the Richard & Judy Best Read of the Year in 2008. Hosseini is also a 
Goodwill Envoy to the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees, the UN Refugee Agency and 
the founder of The Khaled Hosseini Foundation, a not-for-profit organisation which provides 
humanitarian assistance to the people of Afghanistan. He was born in Kabul, Afghanistan, and lives 
in northern California.


Represented by: Samantha Haywood
Contact: samantha@transatlanticagency.com
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Literary Fiction

Publication:
November 2008
Riverhead Books

Materials:
Books Available

Rights Sold:
English (US): Riverhead Books, English 
(Canada): Penguin Random House Canada,

English (UK): Bloomsbury, Albanian: Omsca,

Arabic (Qatar): Bloomsbury Qatar, 
Armenian: Zagnak 97, Assamese (India): 
Banalata, Azerbaijani: Ali & Nino, Bosnian: 
Buybook, Brazilian: Globo, Bulgarian: 
Obsidian, Catalan (Spain): Ediciones 62, 
Complex Chinese (Taiwan): ECUS, Croatian: 
Vorto Palabra, Czech: Argo Danish: Cicero, 
Dutch: Bezige Bij, Estonian: Eesti, Finnish: 
Otava, French: Editions Belfond, Georgian 
(Georgia): Artanuji, German: S. Fischer 
Verlag, Greek: Psichogios, Gujarati (India): 
Navbharat Sahitya Mandir, Hungarian: Libri, 
Icelandic: JPV, Indonesian (Indonesia): 
Mizan, Israeli: Matar, Italian: Piemme, 
Japanese: Hayakawa, Kannada (India): 
Bhavna Prakashana, Kazakh (Kazakhstan): 
Foliant, Korean (Korea): Hyundae Munhak, 
Latvian: Zvaigzne, Lithuanian: Jotema, 
Macedonian: Matica Makedonska, 
Malayalam (India): DC Books, Malaysian 
(Malaysia): Pelangi Novel, Marathi (India): 
Mehta Publishing, Montenegro: Nova 
Knjiga, Norwegian: Cappelen Damm/Font, 
Polish: Albatros, Portuguese: Ed. Presenca, 
Romanian: Niculescu, Russian: Phantom 
Press, Serbian: Laguna, Slovak: Ikar, 
Slovenian: Mladinska Knjiga Zaloba, Spanish 
(Spain): Salamandra, Swedish: W&W, Tamil 
(India): Ethis Veliyedu, Thai: SE-Education 
Public, Turkish: Everest, Sri Lankan: 
Wijesooriya Grantha Kenraya, Vietnamese: 
Nha Nam, Uyghur (China): Xinhiang 
People’s Publishing House

A Thousand Splendid Suns
Khaled Hosseini
A breathtaking story set against the volatile events of Afghanistan’s last thirty years—from 
the Soviet invasion to the reign of the Taliban to post-Taliban rebuilding—that puts the 
violence, fear, hope, and faith of this country in intimate, human terms.

It is a tale of two generations of characters brought jarringly together by the tragic sweep of 
war, where personal lives—the struggle to survive, raise a family, find happiness—are inextricable 
from the history playing out around them.



Propelled by the same storytelling instinct that made The Kite Runner a beloved classic, A 
Thousand Splendid Suns is at once a remarkable chronicle of three decades of Afghan 
history and a deeply moving account of family and friendship. It is a striking, heart-wrenching 
novel of an unforgiving time, an unlikely friendship, and an indestructible love—a stunning 
accomplishment.

Khaled Hosseini is one of the most widely read and beloved novelists in the world, with over thirty 
eight million copies of his books sold in more than seventy countries. The Kite Runner was a major 
film and was a Book of the Decade, chosen by The Times, Daily Telegraph and Guardian. A 
Thousand Splendid Suns was the Richard & Judy Best Read of the Year in 2008. Hosseini is 
also a Goodwill Envoy to the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees, the UN Refugee 
Agency and the founder of The Khaled Hosseini Foundation, a not-for-profit organisation which 
provides humanitarian assistance to the people of Afghanistan. He was born in Kabul, Afghanistan, 
and lives in northern California.

Represented by: Samantha Haywood
Contact: samantha@transatlanticagency.com
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Literary Fiction

Publication:
May 2013
Riverhead Books

Materials:
Books Available

Rights Sold:
English (US): Riverhead Books, English 
(Canada): Penguin Random House Canada, 

Albanian (World): Omsca, Arabic (Qatar): 
Hamad Khalifa Univ. Press, Armenian 
(World): Zagnak 97, Azerbaijani (World): Ali 
& Nino, Bosnian (World): Buybook, Brazilian 
(World): Globo, Bulgarian (World): Obsidian, 

Catalan (Spain): Ediciones 62, Complex 
Chinese (Taiwan): ECUS, Simplified Chinese 
(China): Horizon, Croatian (World): Vorto 
Palabra, Czech (World): Argo, Danish 
(World): Cicero, Dutch (World): Bezige Bij,

Estonian (World): Eesti, Finnish (World): 
Otava, French (World): Editions Belfond,

Georgian (Georgia): Artanuji, German 
(World): S. Fischer Verlag, Greek (World): 
Psichogios, Hungarian (World) Libri, 
Icelandic (World): JPV, Indonesian 
(Indonesia): Mizan, Israeli (World): Matar,

Italian (World): Piemme, Japanese (World): 
Hayakawa, Korean (Korea): Hyundae 
Munhak, Latvian (World): Zvaigzne,

Lithuanian (World): Jotema, Macedonian 
(World): Matica Makedonska, Malayalam 
(India): DC Books, Malaysian (Malaysia): 
Pelangi Novel, Marathi (India): Mehta 
Publishing, Montenegro (World): Nova 
Knjiga, Norwegian (World): Cappelen 
Damm/Font, Polish (World): Albatros,

Portuguese (World): Ed. Presenca, Romanian 
(World): Niculescu, Russian (World): 
Phantom Press, Serbian (World): Laguna, 

Slovak (World): Ikar, Slovenian (World): 
Mladinska Knjiga Zaloba, Spanish (Spain): 
Salamandra, Swedish (World): W&W, 

Turkish (World): Everest, Sri Lankan (World): 
Wijesooriya Grantha Kenraya, Vietnamese 
(World): Nha Nam

And the Mountains Echoed
Khaled Hosseini
From the #1 New York Times–bestselling author of The Kite Runner and A Thousand Splendid 
Suns comes an unforgettable novel about how we love, how we take care of one another, and 
how the choices we make resonate through generations.

In this tale revolving around not just parents and children but brothers and sisters, cousins and 
caretakers, Hosseini explores the many ways in which families nurture, wound, betray, honor, 
and sacrifice for one another; and how often we are surprised by the actions of those closest to 
us, at the times that matter most. Following its characters and the ramifications of their lives 
and choices and loves around the globe—from Kabul to Paris to San Francisco to the Greek 
island of Tinos—the story expands gradually outward, becoming more emotionally complex and 
powerful with each turning page.

Khaled Hosseini is one of the most widely read and beloved novelists in the world, with over thirty 
eight million copies of his books sold in more than seventy countries. The Kite Runner was a major 
film and was a Book of the Decade, chosen by The Times, Daily Telegraph and Guardian. A 
Thousand Splendid Suns was the Richard & Judy Best Read of the Year in 2008. Hosseini is also a 
Goodwill Envoy to the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees, the UN Refugee Agency and 
the founder of The Khaled Hosseini Foundation, a not-for-profit organisation which provides 
humanitarian assistance to the people of Afghanistan. He was born in Kabul, Afghanistan, and lives 
in northern California.

Represented by: Samantha Haywood
Contact: samantha@transatlanticagency.com
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Literary Fiction

Publication:
September 2018
Riverhead Books

Materials:
Books Available

Rights Sold:
English (US): Riverhead Books, English 
(Canada): Penguin Random House Canada, 

Albanian (World): Omsca, Arabic (Qatar): 
Hamad Khalifa Univ. Press, Azerbaijani 
(World): Ali & Nino, Bosnian (World): 
Buybook, Brazilian (World): Globo, Bulgarian 
(World): Obsidian, Catalan (Spain): Ediciones 
62, Simplified Chinese (China): Horizon, 

Croatian (World): Vorto Palabra, Czech 
(World): Argo, Danish (World): Cicero, 
Dutch (World): Bezige Bij, Estonian (World): 
Eesti, Finnish (World): Otava, French 
(World): Editions Belfond, Georgian 
(Georgia): Artanuji, German (World): S. 
Fischer Verlag, Greek (World): Psichogios,

Hungarian (World) Libri, Icelandic (World): 
JPV, Indonesian (Indonesia): Mizan, Israeli 
(World): Matar, Italian (World): SEM,

Japanese (World): Hayakawa, Korean (Korea): 
Spoon Book, Latvian (World): Zvaigzne,

Lithuanian (World): Jotema, Macedonian 
(World): Matica Makedonska, Malayalam 
(India): DC Books, Malaysian (Malaysia): 
Pelangi Novel, Marathi (India): Mehta 
Publishing, Mongolian (Mongolia): Chundj 
Pub, Montenegro (World): Nova Knjiga,

Norwegian (World): Cappelen Damm/Font,

Polish (World): Albatros, Portuguese (World): 
Ed. Presenca, Romanian (World): Niculescu,

Russian (World): Phantom Press, Serbian 
(World): Laguna, Slovak (World): Ikar, 

Slovenian (World): Mladinska Knjiga Zaloba,

Spanish (Spain): Salamandra, Swedish 
(World): W&W, Turkish (World): Everest,

Sri Lankan (World): Wijesooriya Grantha 
Kenraya, Vietnamese (World): Nha Nam

Sea Prayer
Khaled Hosseini
A short, powerful, illustrated book written by beloved novelist Khaled Hosseini in response 
to the current refugee crisis, Sea Prayer is composed in the form of a letter, from a father 
to his son, on the eve of their journey.

Watching over his sleeping son, the father reflects on the dangerous sea-crossing that lies before 
them. It is also a vivid portrait of their life in Homs, Syria, before the war, and of that city's swift 
transformation from a home into a deadly war zone.



Impelled to write this story by the haunting image of young Alan Kurdi, the three-year-old Syrian 
boy whose body washed upon the beach in Turkey in September 2015, Hosseini hopes to pay 
tribute to the millions of families, like Kurdi's, who have been splintered and forced from home 
by war and persecution.

Khaled Hosseini is one of the most widely read and beloved novelists in the world, with over thirty 
eight million copies of his books sold in more than seventy countries. The Kite Runner was a major 
film and was a Book of the Decade, chosen by The Times, Daily Telegraph and Guardian. A 
Thousand Splendid Suns was the Richard & Judy Best Read of the Year in 2008. Hosseini is also a 
Goodwill Envoy to the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees, the UN Refugee Agency and 
the founder of The Khaled Hosseini Foundation, a not-for-profit organisation which provides 
humanitarian assistance to the people of Afghanistan. He was born in Kabul, Afghanistan, and lives 
in northern California.

Represented by: Samantha Haywood
Contact: samantha@transatlanticagency.com
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Literary Fiction

Publication:
Fall 2023
Douglas & McIntyre‌

Film/TV:
Available

Materials:
Manuscript Available

Rights Sold:
English (North American): 
Douglas & McIntyre‌

A Season In Chezgh'un
Darrel J. McLeod‌
The fiction debut of Governor General Award winning memoirist Darrel McLeod. For readers 
of Eden Robinson, Joshua Whitehead and with inspiration drawn from Ben Okr, Mario Vargas 
Llosa and Domenico Stamone, A SEASON IN CHEZGH'UN is a debut novel built upon 
Darrel's experience bridging cultures and searching for belonging in the face of internal 
contradictions and external conflicts. ‌

Ames, a multi-faceted and conflicted Cree man from a tiny settlement in Northern Alberta, has a 
comfortable middle-class life in Kitsilano, a trendy neighborhood of Vancouver, teaching French 
Immersion to affluent kids. But he can’t shake the feeling that he is meant for something more. 

 

The untimely death of James’s mother propels him to rediscover and reconnect with his roots.  
He finds a job as a school principal in a small and remote northern first nation community where 
poverty, illness, cultural disruption, and a legacy of abuse stir up ghosts from his past. During the 
single year he spends in northern B.C., James takes solace in the beauty of the Dakelh people he 
works with and the splendor of nature while doing his utmost to not let his own dark side 
dominate and destroy his career and entire life.‌

Darrel J. McLeod is the author of Peyakow and the bestselling Governor General's Literary Award for 
Nonfiction recipient and RBC Charles Taylor shortlisted Mamaskatch (Douglas & McIntyre), which 
was published in the US by Milkweed and had rights sales in both Germany and France. He is Cree 
from treaty eight territory in Northern Alberta. Before deciding to pursue writing in his retirement, 
McLeod was a chief negotiator of land claims for the federal government and executive director of 
education and international affairs with the Assembly of First Nations. He holds degrees in French 
literature and education from the University of British Columbia. ‌

Represented by: Carolyn Forde
Contact: carolyn@transatlanticagency.com

"Lyrically written and linked by 
family, compassion, forgiveness, 
and hope, Mamaskatch sings out 
as a modern-day celebration of 
healing." - Kirkus, on Mamaskatch 



 “Honestly stunning. McLeod’s 
clear writing lays bare his 
complicated ties to his family, his 
lovers and his country in a 
memoir that moved and haunted 
me.” -  EDEN ROBINSON, author of 
Son of a Trickster and Monkey 
Beach, on Mamaskatch‌
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Literary Fiction

Publication:
Summer 2023
Rare Machines Press

Film/TV:
Available

Materials:
Manuscript Available

Rights Sold:
English: (Canada) Rare 
Machines Press

English: (Caribbean) Rare 
Machines

Naniki
Of the Sea‌

Oonya Kempadoo
NANIKI: Of the Sea is a beautiful literary novella of extreme relevance and resonance, in 
the tradition of Marlon James and Jamaica Kincaid, by acclaimed author Oonya Kempadoo.‌

NANIKI (“active / spirit” in the Taino language) is a mytho-poetic novella that honors the 
Indigenous roots of the Caribbean. It is a cross-cultural, fantastical and futuristic oceanic tale, 
set in the Caribbean Sea Basin. The narrative follows co-protagonists Amana and Skelele, 
evolved sea beings of the Anthropocene with Taino and African ancestry, through an 
archipelagic journey. They are in search of (and in conflict with) their mythological, historical and 
ontological purpose. NANIKI is a lyrical tale concerned with the condition and fate of our world 
that invites the reader to meld with the environment while at the same time taking a birds eye 
view of our world and what we are doing to it, with the sea in particular as a primordial and life-
giving force.‌

Oonya Kempadoo is a UK, Guyanese, Grenadian citizen, has worked and lived in various Caribbean 
islands and currently resides in Grenada and Montreal. Her first novel, Buxton Spice (Beacon Press, 
1998), was long-listed for the Orange Prize and translated into six languages. Her second, Tide 
Running (Farrar Strauss & Giroux, USA 2003), won a Casa De Las Americas 2002 prize and 
Kempadoo was named a “Great Talent for the 21st Century” by Orange Prize judges. All Decent 
Animals (Farrar Strauss & Giroux, USA 2013) was #6 on Oprah Winfrey’s Summer Reads. Oonya was 
a US Fulbright Scholar for 2013-2014 and works as a consultant, a researcher and educator, focusing 
on social development and cross-disciplinary dialogue.‌

Represented by: Carolyn Forde and Amanda Orozco
Contact: carolyn@transatlanticagency.com amanda@transatlanticagency.com

"It’s as if she’s inventing her own 
language, which is incantatory, 
dense, and lush.”  -  Oprah’s 
Summer Reading List, on All 
Decent Animals 



“With a finely tuned ear for the 
cadences of the Caribbean . . .. 
Kempadoo succeeds in turning an 
unsettling tale into an 
exploration of the global politics 
of desire.” - The New Yorker, on 
Tide Running 


“Written with poetic economy . . . 
Tide Running is a stunning book, 
cutting from the colourful and 
the comic to the dark and the 
sensuous with sure-footed 
grace.” - The Scotsman, on Tide 
Running 



‘Rich . . . kaleidoscopic . . . superb 
and superbly written.’ -  The New 
York Times Book Review, on 
Buxton Spice 



‘Her sentences are her own, 
lending a lucid immediacy to 
activities described with 
sensuous relish... The Caribbean’s 
own Booker winner?‘ – The 
Guardian, on Buxton Spice ‌



Frankfurt 2022 Adult Literature Frontlist 13

Literary Fiction

Publication:
Fall 2022
Book*hug Press

Film/TV:
Available

Materials:
Manuscript Available November 2021

Rights Sold:
All languages (North America): 
Book*hug Press

Junie
Chelene Knight
A riveting exploration of the complexity within mother-daughter relationships and the 
dynamic vitality of Vancouver's former Hogan's Alley neighbourhood.

1930s, Hogan's Alley—a thriving Black and immigrant community located in Vancouver's East 
End. Junie is a creative, observant child who moves to the alley with her mother, Maddie: a jazz 
singer with a growing alcohol dependency. Junie quickly makes meaningful relationships with 
two mentors and a girl her own age, Estelle, whose resilient and entrepreneurial mother is 
grappling with white scrutiny and the fact that she never really wanted a child.

As Junie finds adulthood, exploring her artistic talents and burgeoning sexuality, her mother 
sinks further into the bottle while the thriving neighbourhood—once gushing with potential—
begins to change. As her world opens, Junie intuits the opposite for the community she loves.

Told through the fascinating lens of a bright woman in an oft-disquieting world, this book is 
intimate and urgent—not just an unflinching look at the destruction of a vibrant community, but 
a celebration of the Black lives within.

Chelene Knight is the author of three books. She is currently working on a commissioned book on 
Black self-love and joy forthcoming with HarperCollins Canada in 2023. Chelene is the founder of 
Breathing Space Creative Literary Studio and represents a boutique list of clients as a literary agent 
with Transatlantic agency.

Represented by: Samantha Haywood
Contact: samantha@transatlanticagency.com

“Bracing, intimate, Junie explores 
what it means to be young, black 
and gifted in 1930s Vancouver. 
Through the eyes of the budding 
artist, the thriving and electric 
community of Hogan’s Alley 
comes alive in all its vibrancy and 
splendour. This is a vivid, indelible 
world, one made more poignant 
by its coming loss.” —Esi Edugyan, 
two-time Scotiabank Giller Prize-
winning author of Washington 
Black and Half-Blood Blues



“Junie is a debut novel of 
uncommon beauty, wisdom, and 
significance.  It is a book about 
the neighbourhood that we 
remember as Hogan’s Alley—about 
the caring relations, insistent 
expressivity, and fiercest joys that 
have defined Black communities, 
past and present, against the 
animus of cities.  And it is a book, 
as movingly, about a complex 
mother/daughter relationship, 
and about the amending love 
between friends.  Chelene Knight 
proves once again an exacting 
cartographer of both place and 
the heart.” —David Chariandy, 
author of Brother


“Junie by Chelene Knight is a jewel 
of a novel. Set in the Hogan’s 
Alley neighbourhood in 
Vancouver, Junie celebrates the 
Black community and its history 
with beauty, precision, and an 
irresistible protagonist, a 
dreamer and artist searching for 
love and belonging.” —Jen 
Sookfong Lee, author of The 
Shadow List
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Literary Fiction

Publication:
Spring 2023
Douglas and McIntyre

Film/TV:
Available

Materials:
Manuscript Available

Rights Sold:
English (North America‌): 
Douglas and McIntyre

The Morning Bell Brings the 
Brokenhearted
Jennifer Manuel
A beautiful literary novel that reveals the emotional, cultural, and societal complexities at 
play when a non-Indigenous person comes into an Indigenous community as a teacher - and 
who it is who really ends up learning.

Molleigh Royston struggles to cope with the anger and sorrow expressed by her students in 
Tawakin—a tiny, remote, Nuu-chah-nulth community on the northwest corner of Vancouver 
Island. Things get worse when three students start behaving strangely. Hannah wears the same 
long sleeves every day to hide her hands. Candice shares a secret with Molleigh about the 
woman in the box with the baby. Odelia draws strange pictures while telling tales of the 
woman’s silver and wooden teeth, and the extraordinary promises each tooth gives to whoever 
possesses them. Before Molleigh can make sense of it, a beloved elder dies and Molleigh follows 
a grieving Candice to the woman and her baby, despite dire warnings that sighting the woman’s 
bones will upset the ancestors.

 

Thus begins Molleigh’s quest to figure out why her students risked their souls to desecrate the 
dead. Her own discovery of the woman triggers a series of haunting events in the village. Giant 
boulders are placed in front of Molleigh’s house, furniture in people’s homes is moved 
mysteriously, and a house fire is started with flowers. When the unlikely storyteller is uncovered, 
leading to a confrontation that involves the school and the entire village, Molleigh comes to see 
the possibilities and limitations of being a non-native teacher of Indigenous students, with all 
their brilliance and resilience.

 

This captivating story about the complexity of hope and the nature of choice—how people 
come to believe in their choices and the powerful role stories play in creating that belief—unveils 
the sometimes fruitful yet ultimately flawed relationship between non- native teachers and 
Indigenous students in Canada. It’s a profound and emotionally wrenching look at how the 
education system fails our remote, Indigenous communities, leaving everything in the hands of 
transient educators—both kind and wicked.

Jennifer Manuel is a writer of both literary novels and children’s fiction. Her debut novel, The 
Heaviness of Things That Float, won the Ethel Wilson Fiction Prize and the Vancouver Sun listed it 
as one of the best novels of 2016. CBC named Jennifer a Writer to Watch. Jennifer divides her time 
between Duncan, BC and the very remote community of Kyuquot on the northwest coast of 
Vancouver Island where she teaches elementary and high school. She also runs the TRC Reading 
Challenge, which encourages all Canadians to read the Truth and Reconciliation Commission Report.

Represented by: Carolyn Forde
Contact: carolyn@transatlanticagency.com

"[Manuel's writing is] astonishing 
in its intimacy, delicate 
complexity and sense of 
compassion." Internationally 
bestselling author Diana 
Gabaldon 


"[The Heaviness of Things That 
Float's] sage, funny, and 
heartbreaking narrative makes for 
a deep and compassionate read." - 
Room Magazine 



“... Manuel creates a very realistic 
story for readers… the story 
retains a spiritual acceptance of 
fate and its consequences. This 
novel is a great read for any 
lover of the ocean and coastal 
aboriginal culture, and it will 
transport you to a peaceful place 
where hidden realities lie 
waiting.” - Women's Post, on The 
Heaviness of Things that Float
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Literary Fiction

Publication:
2024
Nightwood Editions

Film/TV:
Available

Materials:
Manuscript Available

Rights Sold:
World Rights Available ex 
North America

Late September
Amy Mattes
Following the tragic death of her little sister, bi-curious tomboy and misunderstood skateboarder 
Ines leaves behind her small town life for a fresh start in Montréal and we experience the 
electricity of the city for the first time and through her eyes. Then, in the midst of a bar fight, 
Ines meets Max, a handsome, magnetic skater whom she quickly falls for. Things start to take a 
strange and unfortunate turn.



As Ines tries to uphold the bliss of their intoxicating summer, she realizes that while she has 
escaped the confines of her small-town life, she cannot escape her past pain.Thinking a journey 
must be physical, Ines learns that love is not an innocent word and becoming a woman, who is 
capable of loving herself first, requires trial and error. Using vivid and heart-wrenching vignettes 
of life with her sister to disrupt the narrative, LATE SEPTEMBER reminds us that broken 
memory and the longing for love can be intertwined.

AMY MATTES holds an Anti-Oppressive Social Work degree from the University of Victoria. She 
occupies many positions within the field; however, being a writer of fiction and women’s non-fiction 
is her most upfront and long-standing endeavour. Over the years Amy was a regular contributor to 
Exposé Skateboard Magazine and was featured in Skate Canada, Color, and SG (Snow Skate Surf 
Girl) Magazines. Amy was most recently published in the Globe & Mail, and in MUTHA, a Feminist 
site that examines Motherhood/Reproduction from every angle. Amy is currently working on another 
novel.

Represented by: Chelene Knight
Contact: chelene@transatlanticagency.com
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Literary Fiction

Publication:
April 2023
HarperCollins Canada

Film/TV:
Available

Materials:
Copyedited Manuscript Available

Rights Sold:
English (Canada): 
HarperCollins

US: Catapult Books

The Berry Pickers
Amanda Peters
A heart-rending, debut literary novel, sold in a six-figure pre-empt

In dual first-person voices, Amanda Peters tells the story of Ruthie/Norma, born Mi'kmaw, but a 
rich, white family, disingenuously assumes she's been abandoned and steals her away.  Norma is 
haunted by strange dreams and burdened by an overprotective mother, who is prone to 
headaches whenever anyone questions her lies. Joe, Ruthie's brother, tells readers about Ruthie's 
sudden disappearance from the rock she loved to sit on beside the berry fields, and how, as a 
family, after that shocking event, they never could return to Maine. But Joe's mother never gave 
up hope. And a chance sighting of Ruthie years later leads to the unravelling of the truth. With 
Joe on his deathbed, he and Ruthie reunite in a stunningly emotional conclusion.

Amanda Peters is a mixed race Mi’kmaw/Settler, who holds a certificate in creative writing from the 
University of Toronto and graduated this spring with a Masters of Arts degree in creative writing 
from the Institute of American Indian Arts in Santa Fe. She was for many years the CEO and then 
Director of Policy and Development for the Glooscap First Nation. She lives in the Annapolis Valley, 
Nova Scotia.

Represented by: Marilyn Biderman
Contact: marilyn@transatlanticagency.com

Winner of an Indigenous Voices 
Award for her short story, 
"Waiting for the Long Night 
Moon"



“A marvelous debut. The Berry 
Pickers has all the passion of a 
first book but also the finely 
developed skill of a well-
practiced storyteller. I can’t 
believe Amanda Peters is just 
getting started. She writes like 
someone who has been doing this 
a long time, and no doubt she 
has, only now we get to share in 
the creativity of her amazing 
mind. She’s going to be the next 
big thing. I am placing my bets 
now. The Berry Pickers is a 
triumph.” -Katherena Vermette, 
author of The Strangers



“The Berry Pickers is an intimately 
written tale of the destruction 
wreaked on a family when their 
youngest child is stolen. Peters 
brilliantly crafts a multi-layered 
tale of how one irrational act 
creates irrevocable harm that 
ripples through multiple lives, 
including, ironically, the lives of 
the perpetrators. Peters’ smooth 
prose combined with 
exceptionally drawn descriptions 
allows the reader to share the 
sensory experiences of the 
characters, making this a fluid 
and emotional read that is both 
plainly and beautifully rendered. 
On a meta level, the book 
eloquently speaks to the deep 
loss and existential searching 
that Indigenous children who 
were scooped and placed in non-
Indigenous homes are haunted by 
throughout their lives. An 
amazing read from an amazing 
new voice.” -Michelle Good, 
author of Five Little Indians
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Literary Fiction

Publication:
September 2022
Simon & Schuster

Materials:
Manuscript Available

Rights Sold:
English (US): Scout Press, S&S US, English 
(Canada): Scribner, S&S, English (UK 
Commonwealth ex: Canada): Scribner, S&S,

Italian (World): Rizzoli, Romanian (World): 
Curtea Veche Publishing, Spanish (World): 
Alianza Editorial, Turkish (World): Teas,

Film/TV: Anonymous Content



I'M THINKING OF ENDING THINGS: 
World Rights Available Ex: U.S., Scout 
Press; Canada, Simon & Schuster Canada; 
U.K. & A.N.Z., Text Publishing; The 
Netherlands, Prometheus; Brazil (Rocco); 
France, Presses de la Cite; Israel (HaKursa); 
Denmark, Lindhardt og Ringhof; Germany, 
Droemer; Turkey, Teas; Poland, Prosznski; 
Thailand, WeLearn; China, United Sky; 
Korea, Arumdri Media Publishing; AST, 
Russia; Iceland, Bjartur & Verold; Spain, 
Alianza; Hungary, Athenaeum; Macedonia, 
Ili-Ili; Patakis, Greece; Rizzoli, Italy; Leda, 
Czech; Faces, Complex Chinese; Japan, 
Hayakawa. 

Film/TV: Likely Story



FOE: U.S., Scout Press S&S; Canada, Simon 
& Schuster Canada; Scribner, UK; Germany, 
Droemer; Brazil, Rocco; Italy, Rizzoli; 
Turkey, Teas; Czech, Leda; French, Presses 
de la Cité; Portuguese, 20/20 Editora; 
Korea, Hyeonamsa Publishing; China, 
Guomai; Russian, AST; Czech Audio, 
OneHotBook.

Film/TV: Anonymous Content

We Spread
Iain Reid
The author of the “evocative, spine-tingling, and razor-sharp” (Bustle) I’m Thinking of Ending 
Things that inspired the Netflix original movie and the “short, shocking psychological three-
hander” (The Guardian) Foe returns with a new work of philosophical suspense.

Penny, an artist, has lived in the same apartment for decades, surrounded by the artifacts and 
keepsakes of her long life. She is resigned to the mundane rituals of old age, until things start to 
slip. Before her long-time partner passed away years earlier, provisions were made, unbeknownst 
to her, for a room in a unique long-term care residence, where Penny finds herself after one too 
many “incidents.” 



Initially, surrounded by peers, conversing, eating, sleeping, looking out at the beautiful woods 
that surround the house, all is well. She even begins to paint again. But as the days start to blur 
together, Penny, with a growing sense of unrest and distrust, starts to lose her grip on the 
passage of time and on her place in the world. Is she succumbing to the subtly destructive 
effects of aging, or is she an unknowing participant in something more unsettling? At once 
compassionate and uncanny, told in spare, hypnotic prose, Iain Reid's genre-defying third novel 
explores questions of conformity, art, productivity, relationships, and what, ultimately, it means 
to grow old.

Iain Reid is the author of four previous books, including his New York Times-bestselling debut novel, 
I’m Thinking of Ending Things, which has been translated in more than twenty languages. Oscar-
winner Charlie Kaufman wrote and directed the film adaptation for Netflix. His second novel, Foe, is 
being adapted for film, starring Saoirse Ronan, with Reid co-writing the screenplay. His latest novel is 
WE SPREAD. Reid lives in Ontario, Canada.

Represented by: Samantha Haywood
Contact: samantha@transatlanticagency.com

"Iain Reid’s We Spread is taut and 
frightening read, perhaps best 
called a thriller. But the true 
thrill is in how so slender a book 
tackles such big questions—What 
does it mean to make art? What 
happens as we near death?—with 
such grace.” -RUMAAN ALAM, 
author of Leave The World 
Behind



﻿“[An] exquisite novel of 
psychological suspense . . . 
[Leaves] readers contemplating 
their own mortality and primed 
to see the sinister behind the 
mundane . . . This deep plunge into 
fears about growing old and 
losing control is unforgettable.” 
—Publishers Weekly (Starred 
Review)


﻿“Reid combines magnetic 
character development with 
clipped, eerie prose in this 
masterfully crafted 
psychological thriller that will 
keep the reader guessing until the 
very last word on the final page.”
—Booklist



﻿"In We Spread Iain Reid 
masterfully gets into the psyche 
of his characters and readers all 
at once. What a gift." —Alma 
Har'el, Director of Bombay Beach, 
Honey Boy, and Shadow Kingdom.



﻿“With this latest hypnotic 
transmission, Reid delves into the 
strange substructures of 
psychology, where individual 
minds blur and a more 
undifferentiated kind of life 
teems. With tenderness and 
mastery, he offers us great 
insights on the nature of aging 
and the vertiginous experience of 
being human.” —Alexandra 
Kleeman, author of Something 
New Under the Sun
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Literary Fiction

Publication:
TBD 2023
New Star Books

Film/TV:
Available

Materials:
Manuscript Available

Rights Sold:
English (Canada): New Star 
Books

Naked Defiance
A Comedy of Menace

Patrik Sampler
A provocative and hilarious interrogation of society’s most enlightened impulses, and a 
startling challenge to the increasing polarization and ideological entrenchment of our time.

At the turn of the 21st century, washed up one-hit-wonder Florian Moore finds new creative life 
in a pseudo-Marxist, clothing-optional performance art group led by the mysterious Ganbold 
Mirzoyan. The members of Naked Defiance enact brief esoteric exhibitions to disrupt the daily 
routines of commercial culture—without drawing too much attention to themselves.



Things soon go awry, however, as members are targeted by a stalker and Mirzoyan is taken into 
police custody, never to be heard from again. Disillusioned and disaffected, characters wrestle 
for control of the collective—and of the narrative—as forest fires encroach and a once-energetic 
optimism turns progressively bleak.



NAKED DEFIANCE is a story of idealists seeking a richer engagement with life, who are 
ultimately repressed by the intrusion of politics and ideology. It is a comedy of menace, exposing 
the surreal absurdity of a world unwittingly at war with itself, seeking to remind us we can ill 
afford to play the fiddle (or the Roland TR-808 synthesizer) while the world burns.

Patrik Sampler‘s debut climate change novel, The Ocean Container, was published in 2017 by 
Ninebark Press. His writing has appeared in a variety of publications, including The Guardian, The 
Millions, and The Scofield. Sampler has been a contributing editor for the surrealist journal Peculiar 
Mormyrid and devoted much of a postgraduate degree to the late-career work of Abe Kobo. He lives 
in British Columbia.

Represented by: Evan Brown
Contact: evan@transatlanticagency.com

“Sampler has the comic 
sensibilities of Kurt Vonnegut and 
the poet's heart of Icelandic 
writer Sjon. Dense and 
hallucinatory, dark and visceral, 
The Ocean Container is its own 
beast. A reader who submits to its 
surreal charms might find himself 
in a dream-like state. And, as in a 
dream, imagery is paramount to 
the narrative. This puzzle Sampler 
has created will delight and 
satisfy.”

—Carleigh Baker, author of Bad 
Endings



“Sampler infuses the narrative 
with sharp satirical 
observations…. Ideally, this 
provocative novel will make its 
way into many eco-lit classrooms 
where it can inspire crucial 
conversations, the kinds that 
lead to action.”

—Angie Abdou, PhD, author of 
Home Ice, on The Ocean 
Container
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Literary Fiction

Publication:
Spring 2023
Viking US, Penguin Canada, 
and Hodder & Stoughton

Film/TV:
Available

Materials:
Manuscript Available

Rights Sold:
English (North America): 
Viking US and Penguin 
Canada

English (UK & Commonwealth 
ex. Canada): Hodder & 
Stoughton

In the Upper Country
Kai Thomas
The fates of two unforgettable women—one just beginning a journey of reckoning and self-
discovery and the other completing her life's last vital act—intertwine in this sweeping, 
deeply researched debut set in the Black communities of Ontario that were the last stop on 
the Underground Railroad.

Young Lensinda Martin is a protegee of a crusading Black journalist in mid-18th century 
southwestern Ontario, finding a home in a community founded by refugees from the slave-
owning states of the American south—whose agents do not always stay on their side of the 
border.

One night, a neighbouring farmer summons Lensinda after a slave hunter is shot dead on his 
land by an old woman recently arrived via the Underground Railroad. When the old woman, 
whose name is Cash, refuses to flee before the authorities arrive, the farmer urges Lensinda to 
gather testimony from her before Cash is condemned.

 

But Cash doesn't want to confess. Instead she proposes a barter: a story for a story. And so 
begins an extraordinary exchange of tales that reveal the interwoven history of Canada and the 
United States; of Indigenous peoples from a wide swath of what is called North America and of 
the Black men and women brought here into slavery and their free descendents on both sides of 
the border.

 

As Cash's time runs out, Lensinda realizes she knows far less than she believed not only about 
the complicated tapestry of her nation, but also of her own family history. And it seems that 
Cash may carry a secret that could shape Lensinda's destiny.

 

Sweeping along the path of the Underground Railroad from the southern States to Canada, 
through the lands of Indigenous nations around the Great Lakes, to the Black communities of 
southern Ontario, In the Upper Country weaves together unlikely stories of love, survival, and 
familial upheaval that map the interconnected history of the peoples of North America in an 
entirely new and resonant way.

Kai Thomas is a graduate of University of Guelph’s Creative Writing MFA, for which the manuscript 
of In the Upper Country was his thesis work. He has worked on the land in various capacities: 
building, small-scale farming, outdoor educating, planting trees. His writing stems from those 
experiences. He is Afro-Canadian, born and raised in Ottawa, descended from Trinidad and the 
British isles. In the Upper Country is his first novel, he is at work on his next.

Represented by: Samantha Haywood and Chelene Knight
Contact: samantha@transatlanticagency.com & 

chelene@transatlanticagency.com
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Literary Fiction

Publication:
Fall 2023
Doubleday Canada

Film/TV:
Available

Materials:
Manuscript Available

Rights Sold:
English (Canada): Doubleday 
Canada‌

Everything There Is
MG Vassanji
The newest novel from critically acclaimed and two time Giller winner MG Vassanji explores 
the tension between religion and science, tradition and progress. ‌

One of the world’s most celebrated physicists, Nurul Islam, has just shown that nature’s two 
fundamental forces are one and the same. This is the first step in the much sought after Grand 
Unification, a theory that would explain everything. But his personal life is torn by forces that are 
all too human. Born in Undivided India, haunted by the Partition, he is a citizen of Pakistan and 
teaches at a top British university. He is a devout Muslim, but his pronouncements on the nature 
of God and physics makes him a target for  extremists. He refuses to give his name to his 
nation’s nuclear weapons program, which pits the political and military establishment against 
him; professional animosities carry on a bitter and prolonged campaign charging him with 
plagiarism; he falls in love with a young American physicist and marries a second time. Passing 
the critical age of forty, all he wants to do is his beloved physics. But now, having been declared 
a heretic, he has to go home to see his dying father.



Set in the  1960s-1980s, this is a novel inspired by, but not about, a real life. The two forces 
referred to above are the weak and the electromagnetic forces. The novel also looks obliquely at 
the controversy, in Islam and Christianity, does or can God interfere with his Creation.‌

M.G.Vassanji is the author of nine novels, two short story collections, two memoirs and a biography 
of Mordecai Richler. He has been awarded the Giller Prize twice, the Governor General's Prize, and 
the Commonwealth First Book Prize among others. He has been shortlisted for the Writers Trust 
Award, and India's Crossword Prize. His work has been translated into Arabic, Dutch, French, 
German, Hindi, Italian, Japanese, Latvian, Portuguese, Spanish, Turkish, and Swahili. M. G.Vassanji 
was born in Nairobi, Kenya and raised in Tanzania. He lives in Toronto.‌

Represented by: Carolyn Forde
Contact: carolyn@transatlanticagency.com
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Literary Fiction

Publication:
TBD 2024
Hamish Hamilton Canada

Film/TV:

Available

Materials:
Unedited Manuscript Available

Rights Sold:
English (Canada): Hamish 
Hamilton (Canada)

French (World, ex. North 
America): Albin Michel

Germany: btb/Luchterhand

The Circle
Katherena Vermette
The Characters Readers Loved in The Break Come Together Again

When Phoenix is released from custody, she knows that connecting to the people in her life 
before she went to prison is going to be difficult. She has little hope and expects her freedom to 
be complicated. Before the world closes in on her again, Phoenix yearns to be reunited with her 
younger sister, the intelligent, resourceful but painfully lonely, Cedar Sage.  



Told in a narrative of multiple voices, The Circle revisits many of the characters from The Break: 
Lou, Cheryl, Phoenix, and Ziggy. The humanity of Vermette's characters illuminates them, 
enabling readers to see beyond the simple labels that society assigns to them. The riveting 
stories and complex characters of this novel will immerse readers in a world that highlights the 
resilience of Indigenous women, and the unwavering power of family love.

Katherena Vermette is a Métis writer from Treaty One Territory. Her début novel, The Break, won 
many awards and was a finalist for several more.  Katherena is also the author of the picture book 
series, The Seven Teachings Stories, and the graphic novel series, A Girl Called Echo. She also co-
wrote and co-directed the short documentary, this river, which won the 2017 Canadian Screen 
Award for Best Short Film.

Represented by: Marilyn Biderman
Contact: marilyn@transatlanticagency.com

Praise for The Strangers: 



“A unique and essential triumph 
of a novel. . . . Katherena Vermette 
has proven once again that she is 
among the most gifted and 
relevant writers of our time. . . .: 
someone with everything to 
teach us about the telling of 
necessary stories, about grieving 
the fallen, honouring survival, 
and revealing the fiercest beauty.” 

 

– David Chariandy, author of 
Brother and I’ve Been Meaning to 
Tell You 

 


 

“ . . . [F]rom its opening pages . . . 
The Strangers . . . speaks, starkly 
and eloquently, as if directly to 
the community of readers it 
creates. . . . Vermette has an 
uncanny ear for the rhythm and 
the cadences of all her 
characters’ voices – internal, on 
the street, in jail, in a dark bar, or 
at the dinner table. . . All of them 
are imprisoned within the 
institutionalized racism of jails, 
hospitals, schoolyards, adoptive 
families, and/or the (mostly) 
white men and women who 
continue to control their lives. . 
. Against this array of prohibitive 
restrictions, the Stranger women 
cleave to or long for the love 
and hope and comfort of 
extended family – even as drugs, 
crime, estrangement, and violence 
tear at their bonds.”  

– Neil Besner, Winnipeg Free Press
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Literary Fiction

Publication:
September 2021
Hamish Hamilton Canada

Film/TV:
Available

Materials:
Copies Available

Rights Sold:
English (Canada): Hamish 
Hamilton Canada

Germany: btb/Luchterhand

French (excluding North 
America): Albin Michel

French in North America: 
Quebec Amerique

Polish (World):  Wielka Litera

ANZ: University of 
Queensland Press

The Strangers
Katherena Vermette
Winner of the Atwood Gibson Writers' Trust Fiction Award, from Katherena Vermette, 
author of the bestselling, multiple award-winning, and internationally published début novel, 
The Break.

From a youth detention centre, Phoenix gives birth to a baby she’ll never raise, and tries to 
forgive herself for the harm she’s caused. Her beloved sister, Cedar Sage, goes to live with her 
estranged father, and grapples with the pain of being separated from Phoenix and their mother, 
Elsie. Struggling with addiction, Elsie is determined to turn her life around, hoping to be reunited 
with her daughters. She strives to be a dependable mother, unlike her own mother, Margaret, 
who has experienced crushing disappointments in her own life and simmers with rage always.   



The Strangers will immerse readers in the dynamic world of this family: the shared pain of 
their past, and the light that beckons from the horizon. A searing exploration of race, class, 
inherited trauma, and the strength of matrilineal bonds.

Katherena Vermette is a Métis writer from Treaty One Territory. Her first book, North End Love 
Songs, won the Governor General's Literary Award for Poetry. Her début novel, The Break, won the 
Amazon First Novel Award, and was a finalist for a Governor General's Award and a Rogers Writers' 
Trust Award. Vermette's second book of poetry, river woman, and eighth children's picture book, The 
Girl and The Wolf, a best-seller, were published in 2019.

Represented by: Marilyn Biderman
Contact: marilyn@transatlanticagency.com

2021 Chapters Indigo Book of the Year; Winner, Atwood Gibson Writers' Trust Fiction Prize

“Reminiscent of the hard-scrabble 
tales of the Métis in the Road 
Allowance days, Vermette offers 
up a beautiful, raw testament to 
those living on the margins. 
Brilliantly weaving the lives of 
the Strangers into stories within 
stories within stories, Vermette’s 
confident, understated prose 
walks the reader through the 
unforgiving reality of the 
descendants of those who stood 
with Riel and Dumont, grasping 
for survival in a world 
committed to a long-established 
campaign of dispossession. 
Cathartic and disturbing, The 
Strangers offers vital insight 
into the colonial brutality that 
still haunts the lives of the 
Métis.”

–	Jury Citation of the 2021 
Atwood Gibson Writers’ Trust 
Fiction Prize



“A powerful collective portrait 
of struggle and resistance, of 
what it’s like to be in an 
Indigenous body in twenty-first 
century Canada. In the end, it 
adds up to an engrossingly 
written ode to another kind of 
care, one against the grain of 
suffering.” 

–	Billy-Rae Belcourt, author of A 
History of My Brief Body
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Book Club Fiction

Publication:
Winter 2023/2024
Viking Canada and Dutton US‌

Film/TV:
Available

Materials:
Manuscript Available

Rights Sold:
English (Canada): Viking 
Canada

English (US): Dutton US‌

What Wild Women Do
Karma Brown
From internationally bestselling author of Recipe for a perfect wife comes a dual-timeline 
novel set in 1975 and 2021, WHAT WILD WOMEN DO, which explores the tensions of 
ambition within a romantic relationship and the legacy women leave one another.‌

When engaged couple, Rowan and Seth, head to the isolated Adirondack Park for a research 
trip, they make a gruesome discovery at a disused “Great Camp” that is linked to a decades-long 
mystery connected to a local feminist activist from 1975, Eddie Callaway. Soon, Rowan uncovers 
in those woods what can no longer be concealed, both in her own life and in the missing 
woman’s—the cost of ambition, the pull of autonomy, and that the truth won’t stay buried 
forever. 

 

This dual-timeline novel set in 1975 and 2021, showcases the tensions of ambition within a 
romantic relationship in Rowan's timeline, while the glow of Eddie Callaway's altruism and 
activism continue to shine decades after they are sparked. 

‌

Karma Brown is the bestselling author of five novels: most recently the #1 bestseller Recipe for a 
Perfect Wife (which has been optioned for film and sold in 15 territories). She is also the author of 
the bestselling The 4% Fix: How one hour a day can change your life. A National Magazine 
Award–winning journalist, Karma has been published in Chatelaine, Canadian Living, SELF, 
Redbook, and Today's Parent.

‌

Represented by: Carolyn Forde
Contact: carolyn@transatlanticagency.com

“A positively captivating story 
awaits you in Recipe For A Perfect 
Wife.. a page turner from start to 
finish.” - Seattle Book Review 



“Recipe for a Perfect Wife” is a 
time-hopping, dark domestic 
mystery, sprinkled with a dash of 
female empowerment and a few 
vintage baking tips….“Recipe for a 
Perfect Wife” ends in a 
wonderfully sly way, best served 
without any spoilers, other than 
to say that sometimes history 
does repeat itself.” - Toronto Star



“Recipe for a Perfect Wife is a 
bold, intoxicating, page-turner. 
Karma Brown has long been a 
favorite of mine and this book is 
proof she just keeps getting 
better and better. This is a 
thrilling, audacious story about 
women daring to take control.” 

--Taylor Jenkins Reid, New York 
Times bestselling author of Daisy 
Jones & The Six



"Recipe for a Perfect Wife 
masterfully bridges the lives of 
two women, living sixty years 
apart, who refuse to fall victim 
to the patriarchy. While Karma 
Brown’s signature style remains, 
it’s laced with something sinister 
and dark. A brilliant, brooding, 
timely novel, fraught with 
tension, that packs a punch. 
Brown knows how to keep readers 
riveted until the very last page."  
--Mary Kubica, New York Times 
bestselling author of The Good 
Girl


"Brown ratchets up the tension 
and pulls off a surprising—but 
satisfying—ending [in Recipe for a 
Perfect Wife]. An engaging and 
suspenseful look at how the 
patriarchy shaped women's lives 
in the 1950s and continues to do 
so today." —Kirkus



What Wild Women Do is a total 
joy to read—it’s mysterious, 
atmospheric and pacey, with 
heaps of heart and soul. Rowan 
and Eddie are two women to root 
for, each on their own soul-
searching journey of 
independence and a reckoning 
with their past. An uplifting 
celebration of women, and the 
courage it takes to find one’s 
true self. --Ashley Audrain, New 
York Times bestselling author of 
THE PUSH
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Book Club Fiction

Publication:
Spring 2023
Doubleday Canada, Penguin 
Random House

Film/TV:
Available

Materials:
Manuscript Available

Rights Sold:
English (North America): 
Doubleday Canada, Penguin 
Random House

Asking for a Friend
Kerry Clare
Every time Jess got pregnant, Clara would be the first to know…

A chance encounter one Saturday night in a university residence sparks a friendship between 
two women that might turn out to be the most passionate and enduring relationship of both 
their lives. But their friendship is never straightforward, and over the decades that follow, Jess 
and Clara grow together and grow apart, and back again, their very different experiences of 
motherhood complicating their connection, along with their relationships with their spouses, 
and the demands of their professional lives.



﻿﻿﻿With a focus on female friendship as razor-sharp as Rumaan Alam’s Rich and Pretty, and a sweep 
recalling Meg Wolitzer’s The Female Persuasion, Asking for a Friend is a novel about the 
compromises true friendship demands, and the difficulties of connection between people whose 
lives take on different trajectories. 



A smart, funny and heartbreaking take on women’s relationships by an author whose first novel, 
The Toronto Star declared, “heralds the arrival of a fantastic, fun new novelist on the Canadian 
scene.”

Kerry Clare is a National Magazine Award-nominated writer, author of Mitzi Bytes—which HELLO 
Canada called “an entertaining and insightful read”—and editor of The M Word: Conversations 
About Motherhood. Most recently, her writing has appeared in The Walrus, Today’s Parent, and 
The New Quarterly. She edits the Canadian books website, 49thShelf.com, and writes about books 
and reading on her own popular blog, Pickle Me This.

Represented by: Samantha Haywood
Contact: samantha@transatlanticagency.com
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Book Club Fiction

Publication:
September 2021
Guernica Editions

Film/TV:
Available

Materials:
Books Available

Rights Sold:
English (Canada): Guernica 
Editions

English (West Africa): 
Narrative Landscape Press

English (World Audio): Tantor 
Media

A Good Name
Yejide Kilanko
Behold the Dreamers by Imbolo Mbue meets The Girl with the Louding Voice by Abi Daré to a 
tragic end in Yejide Kilanko’s new upmarket novel.

Twelve years in America and Eziafa Okereke has nothing to show for it. Desperate to re-write his 
story, Eziafa returns to Nigeria and marries a woman he can mold to his taste. But eighteen-
year-old Zina has big dreams but an arranged marriage isn’t one of them. As she finds her way 
alone in a new country, Zina knows she is destined to be more than a bitter man’s wife. Buffeted 
by a series of disillusions, the couple staggers through an abusive marriage until Zina decides to 
change the rules of engagement.



A GOOD NAME is simultaneously a story of a man’s turbulent self-discovery and the rise of a 
young woman's determination and self-love.

YEJIDE KILANKO was born in Ibadan, Nigeria. She lives in Ontario, Canada, where she practices as a 
social worker. Kilanko’s debut novel, Daughters Who Walk This Path, is a Canadian national 
bestseller. When she’s not busy with life, you’ll find Kilanko online playing simultaneous games of 
Scrabble.

Represented by: Chelene Knight and Léonicka Valcius
Contact: chelene@transatlanticagency.com & 

leonicka@transatlanticagency.com

Yejide Kilanko’s A Good Name is a 
layered, fast-paced, and 
emotionally complex novel. 
Written in a beguilingly accessible 
language, it brims with dramatic 
surprises. It is a much-needed and 
quite engaging contribution to 
the conversation around the 
cultural and other forces that 
shape the immigrant experience.  

-Okey Ndibe, author of Foreign 
Gods, Inc.



While never losing sight of her 
characters' radiant humanity, 
Kilanko writes about the 
consequential weight of cultural 
expectations with a beauty and 
insight that is both profound and 
universal.

-Lauren B. Davis, author of The 
Grimoire of Kensington Market, 
The Empty Room, and Our Daily 
Bread.
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Book Club Fiction

Publication:
2024
Narrative Landscape Press

Film/TV:
Available

Materials:
Manuscript Available

Rights Sold:
World rights available, 
excluding English in West 
Africa (Narrative Landscape 
Press). Audio rights available. 
TV/film rights available.

In Our Own Ways
Yejide Kilanko
Why are all the hard lessons written for the woman?”

“This is how it has always been. Women get hard lessons because we get the blame when the 
marriage fails. The lessons are to protect you.”

From the author of Daughters Who Walk This Path and A Good Name, comes a new novel about 
the violence women face within their families and the lengths they will go to get justice. At once 
heart-wrenching and empowering, IN OUR OWN WAYS is perfect for readers of Stay With Me 
by Ayobami Adebayo and The Golden Son by Shilpi Somaya Gowda.

After a childhood in the backwaters of a Nigerian fishing town, Senami Mausi is proud of the 
man he has become. His sprawling compound is his castle and the beautiful Fadaka, daughter of 
the wealthy Silva family, is his queen. Thanks to the right pedigree and connections, Fadaka and 
Senami are living an enviable life. But as the couple struggles to get pregnant, the cracks in their 
marriage are exposed and the family pressure threatens to destroy them.



When they finally have a long-prayed-for child, they are relieved and overjoyed. But the 
circumstances by which Fadaka conceives are horrifying and traumatic. When the truth is finally 
laid out in the open Fadaka and Senami clash in one hell of a custody battle. A master of self-
reinvention, Senami disappears into thin air, taking the child and leaving Fadaka behind to pick 
up the pieces of her shattered reality. Fadaka faces two choices: She could stay home and 
rebuild or dig deep to fight for what’s rightfully hers.

YEJIDE KILANKO was born in Ibadan, Nigeria. She lives in Ontario, Canada, where she practices as a 
social worker. Kilanko’s debut novel, Daughters Who Walk This Path, is a Canadian national 
bestseller. When she’s not busy with life, you’ll find Kilanko online playing simultaneous games of 
Scrabble.

Represented by: Chelene Knight and Léonicka Valcius
Contact: chelene@transatlanticagency.com; 

leonicka@transatlanticagency.com
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Book Club Fiction

Publication:
Summer 2023
Random House Canada

Film/TV:
Available

Materials:
Manuscript Available

Rights Sold:
English (North America): 
Random House Canada

The Afterpains
Anna Julia Stainsby
Anna’s skillful and impressive debut is a female-driven literary novel in the vein of The 
Mothers and The Brief Wondrous Life of Oscar Wao, with familial curses and fantastical 
elements reminiscent of Marquez, told through the perspective of four women, one of whom 
is telling her story from the afterlife.

The story follows two families, connected by a secret, as one of them gears up to commemorate 
a heartbreaking anniversary. Throughout a single week in August, the characters grapple with 
their understanding of family, motherhood, and grief.

Twenty years after losing her daughter, Vivian, Rosy is determined to finally lay her grief to rest 
and begin a new chapter with her husband, Desmond, and son, Eddie. At the same time, Isaura is 
struggling with the prospect of a new life following the discovery of a pregnancy test in her teen 
daughter Mivi’s bathroom. Haunted by a centuries-long curse that has subjected all the young 
women in Isaura's family to teenage motherhood and the untimely death of the men who 
caused it, Isaura is devastated to find out that her daughter, miles and almost a whole lifetime 
away from their Honduran homeland, has not been spared. Soon the mothers become 
connected through Mivi’s pregnancy that, unbeknownst to Isaura, is Eddie’s baby.

Anna Julia Stainsby is a Honduran-Canadian writer from Toronto. She is a recent graduate of the 
University of Toronto’s MA in English in the Field of Creative Writing and currently lives in 
Copenhagen, Denmark. Her work has appeared in publications such as The Literary Review of 
Canada, FreeFall Magazine, FLARE, Lake Effect 8, and has been supported by the Toronto Arts 
Council as well as the Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council.

Represented by: Amanda Orozco and Samantha Haywood
Contact: amanda@transatlanticagency.com and 

samantha@transatlanticagency.com
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Romance

Publication:
January 2022
Ballantine/Dell

Film/TV:
Available

Materials:
Books Available

Rights Sold:
English (World): Ballantine/
Dell

Getting His Game Back
Gia de Cadenet
“A thoroughly satisfying love story with a big, beating heart.”—Publishers Weekly (starred 
review).



Featured on Goodreads Most Anticipated Romance, Buzzfeed Best Books of January, and 
Amazon Best of Romance Editor's Pick.

Khalil Sarda went through a rough patch last year, but now he's nearly back to his old self. Real 
men don't have depression and go to therapy--or, at least they don't admit it. He's ready to 
focus on work and get back to being the ladies' man his family and friends tease him for being. 
It'll be easy . . . until Vanessa throws him completely off his game. Vanessa Noble is too busy 
building a multimillion-dollar tech career as a Black woman before age thirty to be distracted by 
a relationship. Have they both finally found a connection worth throwing away the playbook for?

Gia de Cadenet is the author of Getting His Game Back. A Maggie Award finalist, BCALA 
Literary Award nominee, and lifelong romance reader, she is also a business school professor and 
former translator and editor for UNESCO. A native Floridian, she currently lives in France with her 
children. Her next book, Not the Plan, is scheduled for 2023.

Represented by: Léonicka Valcius
Contact: leonicka@transatlanticagency.com

Maggie Award for Excellence finalist issued by Georgia Romance Writers 

2nd place CIMRWA Romantic Suspense Contest

“This book is emotional, steamy 
and sweet—a triple threat! De 
Cadenet tackles mental health, 
gender stereotypes, and 
interracial romance with care 
and creativity. I loved it!”—
Chantel Guertin, author of 
Instamom



"This book was just the right mix 
of everything. Sweetness, sexiness 
and awareness. Mental health 
plays a huge role in this book but 
it doesn't overwhelm it like it's 
preaching to or talking down to 
the reader. We sympathize with 
Khalil and Vanessa. Him for his 
pain and her for the helplessness 
she feels at first. Their tender and 
flirtatious moments before 
everything with Khalil breaks 
down were so sweet, sexy and real 
that when get to the rough part 
you have no doubt that the two 
of them can work through those 
struggles together. Made me 
really look forward to the 
follow up with Karim and 
Isadora." -- Monique Fisher, 
Amazon review
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Romance

Publication:
February 2023
Ballantine/Dell

Film/TV:
Available

Materials:
Manuscript Available

Rights Sold:
World Rights Available ex.

World English (Dell, Winter 
2023)

Manuscript available

Not The Plan
Gia de Cadenet
An ambitious chief of staff risks her career and her heart when she falls hard for her new 
colleague in this steamy workplace romance from the author of Getting His Game Back.

Isadora Maris is damn good at her job. If all goes according to her meticulous plan, she’ll finally 
land her dream role: congressional aide in Washington, D.C., where she can really make a 
difference.

 

But Isadora’s cool professionalism is knocked off-kilter when she meets Karim Sarda. Karim is 
gorgeous, brilliant, and seems to share many of her ideals. So why’s he working for the California 
senate’s most detestable scumbag? 

 

Karim can’t hide his attraction to Isadora’s commanding presence. Her strength is captivating, 
even as he recognizes something fragile beneath the surface.

 

When Karim and Isadora succumb to their undeniable chemistry, their initial desire blossoms 
into something more—something real. Will workplace politics shatter their chance at love 
before it even begins?

Gia de Cadenet is the author of Getting His Game Back. A Maggie Award finalist, BCALA Literary 
Award nominee, and lifelong romance reader, she is also a business school professor and former 
translator and editor for UNESCO. A native Floridian, she currently lives in France with her children.

Represented by: Léonicka Valcius
Contact: leonicka@transatlanticagency.com
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Romance

Publication:
May 2022
Independent

Film/TV:
Available

Materials:
Books Available

Rights Sold:
Print Rights and Audio Rights 
Available

Devil’s Breath
Lang Johnson
"This dark, dramatic world dragged me in deep. The high stakes and murderous heroine are 
blockbuster-worthy." — Talia Hibbert, New York Times-bestselling author of Act Your Age, Eve 
Brown

Sera Dwari is a brilliant chemist and a deadly assassin who will stop at nothing to expand her 
family’s empire.



With her criminal father’s guidance, they’re slated to dominate the drug industry with her 
creation: Devil’s Breath. There’s just one, handsome, smooth-talking problem. Cassius Batista. 
Sera is tasked to kill the billionaire unknowingly funding their venture. She plans the job, 
anticipating every outcome. The one thing she didn’t see coming was…love. But betraying her 
father isn’t an option.



Sera must choose between two men. The one who raised her and the one she’s fallen for.

Lang Johnson writers fantasy, thrillers, and suspense all with a heavy dose of romance. When Lang 
isn’t typing away, she enjoys globetrotting with her husband, cuddling her three fur-babies, diving, 
snowboarding, back-country camping, and dreaming up characters to fill the pages of her next novel.

Represented by: Léonicka Valcius
Contact: leonicka@transatlanticagency.com

"Unexpected in all the best ways. A 
sizzling romance that keeps you 
wondering how it will ever work, 
and a suspense that you just know 
never will - not without someone 
losing it all. Lang Johnson is a 
writer to watch out for, and 
Devil's Breath, a deliciously 
carnal addiction." -- Gia de 
Cadenet, author of Getting His 
Game Back



"This book was so well done. A 
female MC strong and sexy. A male 
MC whose not afraid of 
embracing his feelings, without 
being sappy. Sera and Cassius were 
well written. Their chemistry was 
fantastic. Their stories gritty and 
real. I loved the well-conceived 
plot that was layered and well 
executed. I appreciated the action 
sequences that highlighted so 
well how it's no longer a man's 
world. Romantic suspense is not 
my typical read, but if they're all 
like this, I'll read more!﻿" -- 
Cynthia Martens, Amazon review
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RomCom

Publication:
March 2023
Doubleday Canada and 
Kensington

Film/TV:
Available

Materials:
Manuscript Available

Rights Sold:
English, (Canada): Doubleday

English (US & UK & ANZ): 
Kensington

Gigi Listening
Chantel Guertin
Sometimes there are detours on the road to love…

Gigi Rutherford loves love stories. She reads them, she sells them at her romance bookstore, and 
she could spend hours imagining the meet-cutes of every couple she encounters. But beyond her 
shop’s walls, Gigi is out of stock when it comes to her own love interests. And instead of 
enduring bad date after bad date, these days she’d rather curl up at home with her favorite 
audiobook and the only man that makes her heart skip a beat: Zane Wilkenson, the smooth-
voiced audiobook narrator that Gigi is convinced is her soulmate.

Then, she’s presented with the chance of a lifetime: a ten-day bus tour through the hills of the 
English countryside, taking in the sights and sounds of a world an ocean away from her 
bookstore—all in the presence of Zane, the man of her dreams, in person, as he leads the tour.



But things don’t go as planned. When Gigi arrives at the bus terminal in London, Zane is 
nowhere to be found. Until he shows up, she’s stuck with an eclectic group of fellow travelers 
she’d rather not be with on a long road trip: the recently widowed and chatty Charlotte; odd 
Francis, who is a walking Trivial Pursuit; Jenny, a true-crime-makeup YouTuber documenting 
every detail for her subscribers; and Sindhi and Roshi, a long-married couple that just can’t stop 
bickering. And then there’s the brooding bus driver, Taj, who Gigi finds infuriating but also 
incredibly alluring. . .  



With heart and charm, warmth and humor, Chantel Guertin explores the meaning of love and 
family—and how, sometimes, the journey to yourself is where you’ll find everything you’ve been 
searching for.

Chantel Guertin is a Toronto-based beauty expert whose life story reflects elements of the Instamom 
story. She, too, lived a glamorous, well-documented social-media lifestyle before she fell for a single 
dad and her world turned upside down. A television personality with a growing, 10,000-strong 
Instagram following, @chantelguertin, she is well known to audiences as a beauty expert on the 
Marilyn Denis Show, and a frequent guest of morning news shows.

Represented by: Samantha Haywood
Contact: samantha@transatlanticagency.com
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RomCom

Publication:
April 2022
Simon & Schuster ‌

Film/TV:
Available

Materials:
Books Available

Rights Sold:
English (North American): 
Simon & Schuster ‌

English (UK): Simon & 
Schuster UK‌‌

Sari Not Sari
Sonya Singh
The Queen of Breakups is getting a lesson in love.‌

Manny Dogra is the beautiful young CEO of Breakup, a highly successful company that helps 
people manage their relationship breakups. As preoccupied as she is with her business, she’s also 
planning her wedding to handsome architect Adam Jamieson while dealing with the loss of her 
beloved parents.



For reasons Manny has never understood, her mother and father, who were both born in India, 
always wanted her to become an “All-American” girl. So that’s what she did. She knows next to 
nothing about her South Asian heritage, and that’s never been a problem—until her parents are 
no longer around, and an image of Manny that’s been Photoshopped to make her skin look more 
white appears on a major magazine cover. Suddenly, the woman who built an empire 
encouraging people to be true to themselves is having her own identity crisis.



But when an irritating client named Sammy Patel approaches Manny with an odd breakup 
request, the perfect solution presents itself: If they both agree to certain terms, he’ll give her a 
crash course in being “Indian” at his brother’s wedding.



What follows is days of dancing and dal, masala and mehndi as Manny meets the lovable, if 
endlessly interfering, aunties and uncles of the Patel family, and, along the way, discovers much 
more than she could ever have anticipated.‌

Sonya Singh is a former entertainment reporter turned communications professional based in 
Toronto, Canada. ‌You can follow her at SonyaSinghBooks.com and on Instagram 
@SonyaSinghWrites.‌

Represented by: Carolyn Forde
Contact: carolyn@transatlanticagency.com‌

“Singh’s heartfelt novel drew me 
in from the first pages. Readers 
will root for Manny on her 
compelling journey of identity 
and self-discovery. Filled with 
humour, cultural insights, and 
love, Sari, Not Sari is a story that 
will make the hours fly by!”

— SAUMYA DAVE, author of What a 
Happy Family



“An effervescent rom-com.”

— Elle Canada

“[A] delightful debut rom-com. . . . 
Chock-full of breakups and 
makeups, this energetic love story 
marks Singh as a writer to watch.”

— Publishers Weekly



“This romantic comedy has witty 
dialogue, likable characters, and 
a humorous tone. . . . The writing 
has moments of brilliance and 
insight that will resonate for 
the characters and readers alike. 
. . . This debut author’s career 
will be worth watching.”

— Library Journal‌
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RomCom

Publication:
Spring 2024
Simon & Schuster UK‌

Film/TV:
Available

Materials:
Manuscript Available December 2022

Rights Sold:
English (UK): Simon & 
Schuster UK

English (Canada): Doubleday 
Canada‌‌

The Fake Matchmaker
Sonya Singh
The Fake Matchmaker is a South Asian rom-com that builds on the success of the hugely 
popular TV show Indian Matchmaking and the recent success of Ron Howard’s Netflix movie 
Wedding Season. ‌

Manisha Patel is now the only Patel sibling left to get married. She has been working and playing 
hard in London since graduating with her law degree, and even more so recently, post-breakup. 
A big girl with even bigger dreams and ambitions, and a personality to match, Manisha grabs life 
with both hands, whether that means taking on a pro bono case that she’s passionate about or 
sipping on a glass of chardonnay or two while partying with her friends. With minimal effort to 
be tactful, Manisha’s mom confronts her about her age and raises concerns about whether she’ll 
be able to find an Indian husband or have a family if she can’t control her “Indian problems” — a 
tendency to overeat naan, lounge around watching Bollywood movies, and indulge in her 
favorite Indian desserts. Manisha’s mom hands her a cheque and forces her to promise that she 
will see her doctor and — as a precaution —freeze her eggs while visiting her. A visit to the 
doctor reveals it might not be so simple for her to get pregnant. 



With no boyfriend and no prospects, and with the clock suddenly ticking, Manisha turns to her 
cousin, Deena for help, and together they concoct a fake Indian matchmaking site - with 
Manisha as the only client! ‌

Sonya Singh is a former entertainment reporter turned communications professional who has 
followed her dream of telling stories in front of the camera and now behind the scenes. Her debut 
novel, Sari, Not Sari, is an ode to her own personal dating experiences, during which she honed the 
art of writing the perfect break-up email/text. Sonya lives in Toronto, Canada. You can follow her at 
SonyaSinghBooks.com and on Instagram @SonyaSinghWrites.

Represented by: Carolyn Forde
Contact: carolyn@transatlanticagency.com

SARI NOT SARI was selected as a 
Good Morning America April Pick, 
a Cityline July Bookclub pick, Elle 
Magazine's Buzziest Books, 
Rakuten Kobo Book of the Month 
Best in Romance Pick, Brown Girl 
Bookshelf Top 20 of 2022 pick, 
Indigo's Most Anticipated Romcom 
pick, CBC Fiction to watch for 
Spring 2022,  Book Riot’s 10 Best 
Romances of April 2022 and 33 
Must Read South Asian Books for 
2022, Buzzfeed’s 15 Brilliant Books 
by South Asian authors, Anokhi 
Life – List of Fave Spring Books by 
Desi Authors, Pop Sugar’s Novels 
to Read on a Summer Getaway list, 
Daily Hive’s Asian Canadian 
Writers We Are Reading list.‌
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Mystery & Thriller

Publication:
November 2022
Islandport Press

Materials:
Manuscript Available

Rights Sold:
English (North America): 
Islandport Press

Robbed Blind
Gerry Boyle
In ROBBED BLIND, Gerry Boyle's signature character Jack McMorrow returns in a thirteenth 
novel, beginning a two-book arc that will see the acclaimed series come to an end.

Freelance investigative reporter McMorrow finds himself in the tattered Maine mill city of 
Clarkston, immersed in an overnight world of store clerks, shelf stockers, and eccentrics as he 
chases the details of a zombie-masked robber taunting the down-and-out city. But when The 
New York Times pulls the story and McMorrow can't bring himself to leave, his wife questions 
why yet another story has gone from assignment to unpaid mission to find a killer.

Gerry Boyle began his writing career in newspapers, an industry he calls the "best training ground 
ever." After graduating from Colby College, his first reporting job was in the paper mill town of 
Rumford, Maine. After a few months, he moved on to the (Waterville) Morning Sentinel. His 
experiences as a reporter inspired his first novel, Deadline, published in 1993. Robbed Blind will be 
the thirteenth book featuring Boyle's signature character, Jack McMorrow.

Represented by: Amy Tompkins
Contact: amy@transatlanticagency.com

Praise for Gerry Boyle:



''Plot, characterization, 
atmosphere—everything works in 
[Once Burned]. Excellent.”—
Publishers Weekly



“Deftly drawn characters and a 
strong sense of place add texture 
and depth to this gritty tale of 
rural crime and vigilante 
justice.”—Publishers Weekly, 
reviewing Straw Man



"Five stars for a first-rate, fast-
paced, yet intelligent murder-
suspense mystery.”—The Miramichi 
Reader, reviewing Random Act
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Mystery & Thriller

Publication:
May 2023
S&S Canada‌

Film/TV:
Available

Materials:
Manuscript Available

Rights Sold:
English (World): S&S Canada‌

Fit For Death
Daniel Kalla
When a celebrity social media influencer dies from an overdose of a toxic diet pill, an 
American and a Canadian detective team up with a medical toxicologist to uncover a dark 
web culture where weight loss is more valuable than life.‌

From bestselling author Daniel Kalla comes FIT FOR DEATH, a timely thriller set in the 
multimillion dollar wellness and diet industry. An illicit diet pill containing a deadly toxin surges 
in popularity in Los Angeles and Vancouver, especially among the eating disordered and body 
builders. Some victims die agonizing deaths, including a young mega-celebrity and influencer as 
well as the co-owner of a popular wellness center. But who’s behind the online marketing and 
distribution of the toxic pills? 



The daunting challenge of putting the pieces together to unravel an international conspiracy 
falls to a toxicologist and two detectives -  one in Vancouver and one in LA -  can they disrupt 
the flow of this tempting poison before the body count soars?‌

Daniel Kalla is an ER Physician as well as the bestselling author of thirteen novels, which have been 
translated into eleven languages to date, and his Shanghai trilogy has been optioned for feature 
films. His novels have delved into topics such as superbugs, the opioid crisis, prions, DNA evidence, 
pandemics, vaccine hesitancy, and patient abuse. Daniel has appeared on/ in ABC, NBC, CNN, The 
National Post, and Entertainment Weekly.

Represented by: Samantha Haywood Carolyn Forde
Contact: samantha@transatlanticagency.com 

carolyn@transatlanticagency.com

"Kalla is a clever master of 
surprise, dropping subtle clues 
and expertly changing course, so 
you can’t possibly look away until 
the mystery is solved. It’s an 
absolute must-read from a 
remarkable talent.”

- Samantha M. Bailey, USA Today 
and #1 national bestselling 
author of Woman on the Edge on 
THE DARKNESS IN THE LIGHT



“Explores powerful themes in 
Kalla’s signature page-turning 
style. With hairpin turns and 
shocking twists, readers will be 
captivated until the final page.”

- Robyn Harding, bestselling 
author of The Perfect Family on 
THE DARKNESS IN THE LIGHT

“Kalla excels at atmosphere and 
introducing us to environments 
that are unique in the genre. He 
deftly weaves together intrigue 
and important questions about 
how we treat mental health and 
ourselves, and I couldn’t put this 
down until I discovered how it 
all worked out. Fast-paced and 
complex, this is a must-read.” - 
Catherine McKenzie, bestselling 
author of Six Weeks to Live and 
I’ll Never Tell on THE DARKNESS IN 
THE LIGHT‌
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Mystery & Thriller

Publication:
Spring 2023
Simon & Schuster Canada

Film/TV:
Available

Materials:
Manuscript Available

Rights Sold:
English (North America): 
Simon & Schuster Canada

A Death at the Party
Amy Stuart
A tense, spellbinding thriller set over the course of a single day as a woman prepares for a 
party that goes dreadfully wrong— think Mrs. Dalloway with a thriller engine of Tana French 
or Lisa Jewell.

Nadine Walsh’s summer garden party is in full swing. The neighbours all have cocktails, the 
catered food is exquisite—everything’s going according to plan.



But Nadine—devoted wife, loving mother and doting daughter—finds herself standing over a 
dead body in her basement while her guests clink glasses upstairs. What happened? How did it 
come to this?



Rewind to that morning, where we find Nadine in her kitchen, readying for last-minute 
preparations before she welcomes over a hundred guests to her home to celebrate her mother’s 
birthday. But her husband is of little help to her; her two grown children are consumed with 
their own concerns; and her mother—only her mother knows that today isn’t just a birthday 
party. It marks another anniversary as well. 



Everyone deserves a celebration. A chance for fun. A chance to forget. But it’s hard to forget 
when Nadine’s head is a swirl of secrets and concerns about what might happen tonight when 
her guests come together.

Amy Stuart is the #1 bestselling author of three novels, Still Mine, Still Water, and Still Here. 
Shortlisted for the Arthur Ellis Best First Novel Award and winner of the 2011 Writers’ Union of 
Canada Short Fiction Amy completed her MFA in Creative Writing through the University of British 
Columbia. She lives in Toronto with her husband and their three sons. Connect with her on her 
website AmyStuart.ca and on twitter @AmyFStuart.

Represented by: Samantha Haywood
Contact: samantha@transatlanticagency.com



Frankfurt 2022 Adult Literature Frontlist 37

Mystery & Thriller

Publication:
Spring 2023
HarperCollins Canada and 
Ballantine

Film/TV:
Available

Materials:
Manuscript Available

Rights Sold:
English (Canada): 
HarperCollins Canada

English (US): Ballantine

The Fake
Zoe Whittall
From the author of The Best Kind of People and The Spectacular comes a sharp, emotional 
novel about lies, liars, and the people who love them.

A con artist walks into a grief support group. Chaos ensues.

After the death of her wife, Shelby is suffering from prolonged grief. She’s increasingly isolated, 
irritated by her family’s stoicism and her friends’ reliance on the toxic positivity of self-help 
culture. Then, in a grief support group, she meets Cammie, who gives her permission to express 
her most hopeless, hideous feelings. Cammie is charismatic and unlike anyone Shelby has ever 
met. She’s also recovering from cancer and going through several other calamities. Shelby puts 
all her energy into helping Cammie thrive—until her intuition tells her that something isn’t right.



Gibson is fresh from divorce, almost forty, and deeply depressed. Then he falls in love with 
Cammie. Not only is he having the best sex of his life with a woman so attractive he’s stunned 
she even glanced his way, he feels truly known for the first time in his life. But Gibson’s friends 
are wary of Cammie, and eventually he, too, has to admit that all the drama in Cammie’s life can 
feel a bit over the top.



When Gibson and Shelby meet, they realize Cammie’s stories don’t always add up. In fact, 
they’re far from the truth. But what kind of a person would lie about having cancer? And what 
does it say about Shelby and Gibson that they fell for it?

Zoe Whittall's fourth novel The Spectacular (Penguin Random House U.S./HarperCollins Canada) 
was published in 2021. The New York Times called it “a competent and highly readable testament to 
the strength of the maternal bond” and The Toronto Star called it “a singularly impressive piece of 
fiction.” Her third novel The Best Kind of People was published in 2017 by Penguin Random House 
U.S. and was shortlisted for The Scotiabank Giller Prize, named Indigo's #1 Book of 2016, and a best 
book of the year by Walrus Magazine, The Globe & Mail, Toronto Life, & The National Post. Her 
second novel Holding Still for as Long as Possible (House of Anansi) won a Lambda literary award 
for trans fiction in 2011 and was a Stonewall Honor Book. Her debut novel Bottle Rocket Hearts 
won the Writers’ Trust of Canada’s Dayne Ogilvie Award for Best Emerging LGBTQA+ novel. She has 
worked as a TV writer on the Emmy-Award winning comedy show Schitt’s Creek and Degrassi, and 
won a Canadian Screen Award for comedy writing on The Baroness Von Sketch Show. She has 
published three volumes of poetry, most recently an anniversary edition of The Emily Valentine 
Poems.

Represented by: Samantha Haywood
Contact: samantha@transatlanticagency.com
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Speculative Fiction

Publication:
November 2022
Erewhon Books

Film/TV:
Available

Materials:
Manuscript Available

Rights Sold:
English (World): Erewhon 
Books

Desert Creatures
Kay Chronister
A feminist horror Western told with ferocious imagination and style by an on-the-rise Shirley 
Jackson and World Fantasy Award nominated writer.

Exiled from their home, nine-year-old Magdala and her father Xavier flee through the Sonoran 
Desert, settling in a community of survivalists who measure human value in labor output. When 
violence tears the community apart, Magdala and Xavier join a handful of survivors on a 
pilgrimage to the holy city of Las Vegas. Magdala, born with a clubfoot, is going to be healed at 
the altar of a vigilante saint. However, when faced with the privations and strange horrors of the 
desert, Magdala’s journey takes her further from salvation even as she nears the holy city.

Kay Chronister is an award-winning writer of dark and speculative fiction. Her stories have appeared 
in Clarkesworld, Beneath Ceaseless Skies, Strange Horizons, Shimmer, Black Static, and The 
Dark. Her short fiction collection, Thin Places, was published in 2020 and nominated for a Shirley 
Jackson Award and a World Fantasy Award. Currently a PhD candidate in Literature at the University 
of Arizona, she researches romance, folklore, and politics in eighteenth-century Britain.

Represented by: Laura Cameron
Contact: lcameron@transatlanticagency.com

“Existing at the sweet spot where 
A Canticle for Leibowitz and 
Blood Meridian meet, Chronister’s 
Desert Creatures is a vivid 
investigation of faith, 
perseverance, and human violence 
as they exist at the end of the 
world. A scintillating first 
novel.” —Brian Evenson, winner 
of the World Fantasy and Shirley 
Jackson Awards                                                            


“Kay Chronister has crafted an 
incredible setting, pushing the 
wild weirdness of the Sonoran 
Desert toward the furthest 
extremes of possibility. I will 
never forget this uncanny world, 
nor brave Magdala's quest across 
it, contending with holy saints 
and hellish killers in a landscape 
whose every inch and inhabitant 
is as dangerous as they are in dire 
need of healing.” —Matt Bell, 
author of the New York Times 
Notable Book Appleseed
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Speculative Fiction

Publication:
Summer 2024
Tor

Film/TV:
Available

Materials:
Manuscript Available

Rights Sold:
World English: Tor

The Witch's Compendium of 
Monsters
Book 1: Foul Days

Genoveva Dimova
A new adult fantasy duology with crossover appeal by Bulgarian writer Genoveva Dimova, 
inspired by Slavik folklore and described as The Witcher if it was written by Naomi Novik.

As a witch in the walled city of Chernograd, Kosara has plenty of practice taming rusalkas, 
fighting kikimoras, and brewing lycanthrope repellent. There’s only one monster Kosara can’t 
defeat: her ex. He’s the Zmey, the Tsar of Monsters. She’s defied him one too many times, and 
now he’s hunting her. To escape his wrath, Kosara’s only hope is to trade her powers for illegal 
passage across the Wall to Belograd, where monsters can’t follow.



Life in Belograd should be sweet, but without her magic Kosara quickly develops the shadow 
sickness that kills powerless witches. She’s traded a fast death at the hands of the Zmey for a 
slow one of turning into shadow. If she wants to live to enjoy her freedom from the Zmey, 
Kosara needs to get her powers back. And to do that, she’ll have to team up with the 
suspiciously honorable detective investigating the death of the smuggler who brought her across 
the Wall.



Even worse than working with the cops is that all the clues are pointing in a single direction: one 
of the Zmey’s monsters has found a crack in the Wall, and Kosara’s magic is now in the Zmey’s 
hands.

Genoveva Dimova grew up in Bulgaria and currently lives in Scotland, where she works as an 
archaeologist. Her first novel A Tale of Wizards, Physicists and a Dragon was published in her 
native Bulgaria (as Genoveva Detelinova) by MBG Books, where it was voted the Best Debut Spec-Fic 
of 2013 and won an encouragement award at the European Science Fiction Society Awards. Her 
novelette The Dragon and the Orange Juice was published by Aliterate and her short fiction has 
appeared in ФантАstika: Almanac of Bulgarian Speculative Fiction and Saving the World: The 
Best of Bulgarian SFF, among others. Foul Days is her second novel, and was selected for the Author 
Mentor Match program. When she’s not writing, she likes to explore old ruins, climb even older hills, 
and listen to practically ancient rock music.

Represented by: Brenna English-Loeb
Contact: brenna@transatlanticagency.com
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Speculative Fiction

Publication:
Spring 2024
Book*hug Press‌

Film/TV:

Available

Materials:
Manuscript Available

Rights Sold:
English (North America): 
Book*hug Press‌

Her Body Among Animals
Paola Ferrante‌
In this début collection of short stories, women confront and challenge the realities of living 
in a magic-inflected world among animals, where violence is intertwined with ecological 
disruptions.‌

In these stories, an albatross threatens to consume a depressed grad student. A sentient sex 
robot causes the relationship between her creators to go up in flames. Ghosts and climate grief 
haunt a young mother who worked in horror films. The lines between urban legends and reality 
blur when a woman’s partner turns into a dragon. Blending the magic-inflected worlds 
underscored by emotional realism of Karen Russell, the equal parts ordinary and bizarre 
universes of Kelly Link, and the genre-bending of Carmen Maria Machado, these speculative 
tales weave elements of horror, fairy tales, and science fiction to underscore the complexity of 
living in a woman’s body in the face of the violence and ecological calamity wrought by toxic 
masculinity.‌

Paola Ferrante’s debut poetry collection, What to Wear When Surviving A Lion Attack (Mansfield 
Press, 2019) was shortlisted for the Gerald Lampert Memorial Award. She won Room Magazine‘s 
2018 award for fiction, The New Quarterly‘s 2019 Peter Hinchcliffe award for fiction, and Grain 
Magazine’s 2020 Short Grain award for poetry. Her work appears in The Journey Prize Stories 32, 
Best Canadian Poetry 2021, PRISM International and elsewhere. Find her at 
www.paolaferrante.com and @PaolaOFerrante.

Represented by: Marilyn Biderman and Amanda Orozco
Contact: marilyn@transatlanticagency.com ‌ amanda@transatlanticagency.com
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Speculative Fiction

Publication:
August 2023
Penguin Books Canada

Film/TV:
Available

Materials:
Manuscript Available

Rights Sold:
English (Canada): Penguin 
Canada

River Mumma
Zalika Reid-Benta
Alicia's quarter-life-crisis gets supernatural when a Jamaican water deity sends her on a 
quest.

On her way home from a party, Alicia encounters River Mumma, a beautiful-but-volatile figure 
who guards gold at the bottom of the Rio Cobre river in Jamaica. She tells Alicia she has twenty-
four hours to scour the city for her comb, which was stolen by a Canadian tourist who, despite 
River Mumma’s warnings, will not give the comb back. The day of the quest, Alicia’s retail co-
workers, Heaven and Mars, unwittingly become a part of her journey, and the three of them face 
obstacles found in Jamaican folklore, such as malevolent spirits called duppies, as well as figures 
from Toronto’s own legends. The trio also comes up against modern non-supernatural 
hindrances such as an underfunded transit system. Reid-Benta delivers the story in humorous, 
pitch-perfect prose, balancing the super natural elements with realism, and sliding in issues of 
cultural appropriation and cultural inheritance.

Zalika Reid-Benta is a Toronto-based writer whose debut story collection, Frying Plantain, won the 
Danuta Gleed Literary Award and the Rakuten Kobo Emerging Writer Prize for Literary Fiction. 
Frying Plantain was longlisted for the Scotiabank Giller Prize, and it was shortlisted for the Toronto 
Book Award, the White Pine Award, and the Trillium Book Award. Zalika received an M.F.A. in fiction 
from Columbia University, was a John Gardner Fiction Fellow at the Bread Loaf Writers’ Conference, 
and is an alumnus of the Banff Centre Writing Studio.

Represented by: Amy Tompkins
Contact: amy@transatlanticagency.com

Praise for Frying Plantain:



“Zalika Reid-Benta’s debut short 
story collection, Frying 
Plantain, is brilliant. Through 
Reid-Benta's quiet but unflinching 
prose, we witness a Black girl's 
journey into adulthood ....Reid-
Benta writes her characters into 
existence with great assurance, 
skill, and tenderness.” —Jury 
Citation, Danuta Gleed Literary 
Award



“Sharp-witted and sharp-tongued, 
Frying Plantain is written in the 
indelible ink of memory. Zalika 
Reid-Benta is a masterful 
storyteller with a light touch, a 
photographic recall, and a pitch-
perfect ear for the ephemera we’d 
like to think of as youthful, but 
just can’t seem to shake. This is an 
unforgettable debut.” —Paul 
Beatty, Booker Prize–winning 
author of The Sellout


"an utter treat" —Candice Carty-
Williams, author of Queenie
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Speculative Fiction

Publication:
March 2023
WordFire Press

Film/TV:
Available

Materials:
Manuscript Available

Rights Sold:
World - English: WordFire 
Press

Space Cowboy
Justin Stanchfield
It’s kill or be killed in this gripping adventure in the wild west of space.

In the spirit of Joss Whedon’s Serenity, Cowboys & Aliens, and Jordan Peele's Nope, Justin 
Stanchfield delivers a striped down Space Western. It’s a breathtaking ride filled with suspense, 
adventure, and a killer cryptid that will leave readers on the edge of their seats.

Something deadly has awakened on barren, rocky Aletha III, where cowboys and their cows are 
terraforming the place into a green lush inhabitable planet. Travis McClure, desperate for 
adventure, is bored with life on the remote planet herding cattle all day. He gets more than he 
bargained for when he is attacked by a creature that should only exist in nightmares. Travis is 
determined to prove what he saw is real, despite the mocking of his fellow cowboys and the 
denial of government officials. Armed only with his father's rifle, he heads into the wilderness 
alone to track down the alien beast before it kills again, but will he be the hunter or the hunted? 
It’s a deadly game, and survival is the only prize.

Justin Stanchfield's short fiction has appeared in numerous magazines ranging from Cricket, Cicada 
and Boys' Life, to mainstream science fiction and fantasy in Interzone, Asimov's and other 
publications, including several reprints in the Years' Best SF volumes. He has written several novels 
including Timewalker and Space Cowboy from Usborne Books. He lives with his wife and two 
children not far from the Continental divide in southwest Montana.

Represented by: Timothy Travaglini
Contact: tim@transatlanticagency.com

"Feels like Alien ... in the way it 
builds tension, creates heroes and 
never pauses for breath." —
Publishing News (UK)



"[A]n intriguingly plotted, tense 
drama with believable characters 
and motivations."  —Daily 
Telegraph (UK)



"With its reference to the ethics 
of altering a planet and genetic 
engineering it tackles subjects of 
concern in our own world. 
Despite the initially uneasy 
juxtaposition of two genres, 
Stanchfield manages to pull off a 
cracking good read, a sci-fi 
adventure which gets tenser the 
further you get into it." — The SL 
(UK)



"This is an intriguing novel 
written in a clear, matter-of-fact 
way. Travis is a believable hero 
who keeps readers involved, and 
the tension is well maintained 
from start to finish." —Carousel 
(UK)



"[A] story in which science fiction 
and western genres very 
entertainingly come together. He 
manages – most of the time – to 
avoid the more usual clichés of 
both and is particularly good at 
depicting the tensions and 
rivalries of a small community 
thrown together: his 
descriptions of the Alethan 
landscape, usually in a sparse 
prose which reflects its aridity, 
are also very impressive, as is his 
gentle indication of the first, 
tentative signs of young romance. 
But best of all is the portrayal of 
the relationship between Travis 
and his father." —Books for Keeps 
(UK)



"Stanchfield captures male 
teenage angst well. There are 
also strong female characters, 
including Riane, who is confident 
and capable, and Alice Prevoroski, 
a spiky-haired meteorologist. ...I 
would recommend this for ... 
readers wanting gritty, 
unglamourous adventure with a 
strong sense of place." —Write 
Away (UK)



"A classic cowboy adventure with 
a vivid sci-fi twist from an 
exciting debut author." —Kogan 
(Australia)
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Historical Fiction

Publication:
Summer 2024
Doubleday Canada‌

Film/TV:
Available

Materials:
Manuscript Available

Rights Sold:
English (World ex US): 
Doubleday Canada‌‌

Never Say We Go Last
Maia Caron‌
A story based on two remarkable women—a heroine of Ukraine’s underground and an 
enigmatic burn survivor—linked by a mysterious list that went missing from an SS 
Brigadeführer’s tent at the end of WWII.‌

Caught between three worlds . . . Savka Ivanets—daughter of Ukraine to the underground 
resistance, and Untermensch female to the occupying Germans—is forced to become a Russian 
operative when she’s wounded by an NKVD patrol in 1944, and her son Vas is captured. When 
she’s ordered to find the Rimini List, which was taken by her husband Marko in the dying days of 
the war, Savka is torn from Ukraine, and embarks on a perilous journey from Berestechko to 
Krakow, from Berlin to England, and finally to Vancouver, where, in 1959, Marko disappears from 
a hospital ward. In 1972, Savka is reunited with her son Vas, who has survived the last 28 years in 
a Siberian gulag. Vas’s investigation into his father’s disappearance leads him to beautiful Salt 
Spring Island, where celebrated landscape artist Jeanie Esterhazy—locked in a power struggle 
with two ex-nurses and caregivers—is haunted by memories of a stranger standing in the 
doorway of her old hospital room. Jeanie and Vas bond on a level of embodied memory, as clues 
to his father’s disappearance emerge from her tragic past. When Savka learns that her Russian 
handler murdered her family in Ukraine, she lures him to a final showdown on a beach on Salt 
Spring Island, where both she and Jeanie learn—in a series of dramatic twists—how each person 
who entered Jeanie’s hospital room that night in 1959 had good reason to kill Marko Ivanets.

Maia Caron is a Nanaimo, British Columbia based Indigenous writer and author of Song of Batoche, 
a historical novel, which was a CBC must-read book for 2018. The Toronto Star described the novel 
as a “tale of love, betrayal and obsession,” and Shelagh Rogers of The Last Chapter said it was an 
“ambitious, broad, sweeping, historical mystery.” ‌

Represented by: Carolyn Forde
Contact: carolyn@transatlanticagency.com
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Memoir

Publication:
June 2022
Islandport Press

Film/TV:
Available

Materials:
Books Available

Rights Sold:
English (North America): 
Islandport Press

Moon In Full
A Modern Day Coming-of-Age Story

Marpheen Chann
Growing Up, Coming Out, Fitting In.

MOON IN FULL, a contemporary coming-of-age story, shines light on the search for truth and 
compassion, and unwinds the deep-seated challenges of finding authentic voice and true 
identity in our complicated era. Marpheen Chann’s journey weaves through housing projects and 
foster homes; into houses of worship and across college campuses, and plays out in working-
class America where he struggles to find his place in a majority white community and to 
reconcile his fears and longings as a young gay man with the devoutly religious beliefs of his 
adopted family. Chann recounts what he has learned, what he has lost, and what he has found 
during his evolution from a hungry refugee’s son to a religious youth to an advocate for 
acceptance and equality.

Marpheen Chann is a writer, speaker, and activist who works to advance diversity, inclusion, and 
understanding in his home state of Maine. He lives in Portland. MOON IN FULL is his first book.

Represented by: Amy Tompkins
Contact: amy@transatlanticagency.com

"Chann, a politician and advocate 
for Asian and LGBTQIA+ rights, has 
written a powerful and moving 
memoir about growing up and 
learning to embrace his gay 
identity." —Library Journal



"Only Marpheen Chann could have 
written this spectacular debut 
memoir, which conveys everything 
the world and Americans need to 
know about identity and the 
struggles it brings to a young 
man with a heart full of love and 
meaning. Moon in Full tackles the 
urgent issues of the LGBT 
community, immigration and 
human rights. It is timely and it is 
a must-read for everyone.—Abdi 
Iftin, author of Call Me an 
American
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Memoir

Publication:
Summer 2023
Penguin Random House 
Canada and Crown Publishing

Film/TV:
Available

Materials:

Manuscript Available

Rights Sold:
English (Canada): Penguin 
Random House Canada

English (World ex. Canada): 
Crown Publishing

Almost Brown
Charlotte Gill
If The Royal Tenenbaums met Never Have I Ever in the nonfiction section, this would be it.

Charlotte's father is brown as a coffee bean, while her mother is white as milk. Charlotte is the 
product of their merged genetic material, which is half Punjabi and half English. Her parents met 
in London in the ‘60s, during what they describe as a freak moment of cultural tolerance. Their 
marriage resulted in three kids, all in varying shades of tan.



﻿﻿﻿This experiment in diasporic intermingling involves two deeply eccentric parents who couldn’t 
be more different and their half-brown children as they the roam around North America in 
search of the good life. Set in times of Reaganomics and perestroika, the story features turbans 
and tube socks, chana masala and Cherry Coke, extramarital tangents, wanton spending, a 
divorce, at least three family grudges, Swanson dinners and plenty of bad fashion. 



ALMOST BROWN is a hybrid narrative about a hybrid family with a father-daughter story at the 
heart. It’s a bunch of people who have almost nothing in common. An expedition into a broad, 
beige no-man’s-land to the border of light and dark. It’s about the repeating patterns of history, 
about lives touched by a past that everyone thought they forgot. In the end it’s about legacy and 
belonging, but mostly forgiveness and love.

Charlotte Gill is a bestselling and award-winning writer of fiction and narrative nonfiction. 
Ladykiller, her first book, was a Governor General’s Award nominee and the recipient of the Danuta 
Gleed Award for short fiction. Her next title, Eating Dirt, a tree-planting memoir, is a blend of first-
person storytelling with science, history and economics and has sold over 25,000 copies in North 
America.

Represented by: Samantha Haywood
Contact: samantha@transatlanticagency.com
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Memoir

Publication:
March 2023
HarperCollins‌

Film/TV:
Available

Materials:
Manuscript Available

Rights Sold:
English (North America)‌: 
HarperCollins

Song of the Sparrow
Tara MacLean
SONG OF THE SPARROW is a powerful memoir by singer songwriter and internationally 
renowned touring and recording artist Tara Maclean.

From being raised off grid in the backwoods of Prince Edward Island by Wiccan parents, to 
performing on some of the biggest stages in the world, this story is a daring and provocative 
musical adventure, filled with the same raw, open and elegant poetry that her fans have come to 
expect. This is the story of one woman’s pilgrimage toward beauty and love in a world of abuse, 
violence, and addiction.

Tara released her first album with the Nettwerk Music Group in 1996 and since then has been signed 
with Capitol Records, Sony Music/ATV Publishing and EMI. Tara has recently received the Senate of 
Canada Medal for her work for Truth and Reconciliation, she is ceremonialist, a doula, an activist, a 
zen student, a yoga practitioner, a poet and a playwright.

Represented by: Carolyn Forde
Contact: carolyn@transatlanticagency.com

"...Maclean is Canada’s musical 
answer to Glennon Doyle as she 
shares her extraordinary, 
harrowing, inspiring experiences 
while also delivering a generous 
and compassionate masterclass 
on courage, passion, and 
resilience.  Everyone, read this 
book! Then return to it over and 
over to remind you of why life, 
despite its hardship and despair, is 
beautiful."

— Marissa Stapley, New York Times 
bestselling author of Lucky



" Life is messy and marvellous and 
you won’t want to miss the 
chance to get a front row seat 
to this fierce

and lovely memoir.” —Jann Arden



“Incredible and moving. . . . 
inspiring, painfully honest, so 
visual, funny and heartbreaking. I 
couldn’t put it down.” —Dido



“An honest insight into Tara’s life 
and how her creative process has 
allowed her to not only survive, 
but soar!” —Bryan Adams



“Through Tara’s lyrical prose we 
experience how the world 
attempted to tackle her and 
chisel her into conformity and 
how song and her very spirit put 
back her pieces in a way that will 
make you cheer and weep.” —Lisa 
Ray

‌‌
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Memoir

Publication:
September 2023
ECW

Film/TV:
Available

Materials:
Manuscript Available

Rights Sold:
English (World): ECW

My Body is Distant
Paige Maylott
MY BODY IS DISTANT immerses the reader in virtual online worlds. Part trans girl’s coming 
out story and part queer romance, Paige Maylott lures us into immersive online worlds and 
back out, challenging the reader’s perception of reality.

While some trans women explore their identity in their mother’s closet, Paige designed hers 
through character creation. The story starts out in a public school in rural Ontario in 1984 where 
Paige first discovers the power and excitement of the digital space through a shared school 
computer and a floppy disk labelled “ZORK.” Paige dances in online BDSM clubs, hurls spells on 
virtual battlefields, and falls into a fairy tale romance that changes and pushes her into discovery 
mode: How does one live an authentic life in the real world? Through these unexpected events 
Paige realizes that she can no longer be happy living completely in digital spaces and must 
instead focus on becoming a better, more authentic, person in the real world.

Paige Maylott is an author who forges pathways between realities, as evidenced by her debut memoir, 
MY BODY IS DISTANT. A cancer survivor and queer, trans woman, Paige is working on completing 
an MA in English and Cultural Studies from McMaster University in Ontario, Canada where she 
earned several awards including the Laura Baldwin Scholarship for outstanding literary excellence.

Represented by: Chelene Knight
Contact: chelene@transatlanticagency.com
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Memoir

Publication:
September 2022
Arsenal Pulp Press

Film/TV:
Available

Materials:
Books Available

Rights Sold:
English (North America): 
Arsenal Pulp Press

Holden After and Before
Love Letter for a Son Lost to Overdose

Tara McGuire
A brilliant hybrid of truth and fiction, a contemporary coming-of-age story, and a 
devastatingly thorough depiction of a mother's grief

Tara McGuire’s son, Holden, was 21 when he died from an accidental overdose, one of many 
lives cut short during the opioid crisis. He was a sensitive soul, who suffered confusion about 
adolescence, but found his calling and the companionship of kindred spirits in the exhilaration of 
creating graffiti. Along with their art, came a culture of rebelliousness and recklessness, both in 
the property they violated, and in their wild partying, which included the use of increasingly 
dangerous street drugs. Eventually, Holden’s drug and alcohol use spiralled out of control. With 
heroic honesty and searing insight, McGuire opens her heart for readers to accompany her as she 
tries to reconcile with the unthinkable. McGuire turned her grief into a unique annual 
celebration of Holden’s life and art in this all-too-human memoir.

Tara McGuire’s writing has appeared in magazines, journals, and anthologies, and has been broadcast 
on CBC Radio. For many years, Tara was a morning radio show host in Vancouver. Tara holds an 
Honours Diploma in Radio Journalism from the British Columbia Institute of Technology, is a 
graduate of The Writer’s Studio at Simon Fraser University, and completed her MFA in Creative 
Writing at the University of British Columbia. Tara McGuire lives in Vancouver, and is working on her 
first novel.

Represented by: Marilyn Biderman
Contact: marilyn@transatlanticagency.com

“Holden After and Before is both 
an honest, searching exploration 
of maternal grief and a deeply 
felt investigation into the 
meaning of motherhood itself. If 
you have raised a child, you will 
find yourself on every page of 
this book.” 

—Joanna Rakoff, author of My 
Salinger Year 



“A brave, honest, unspeakably 
painful but simultaneously 
beautiful attempt by a ‘mother 
who was a light bulb striking 
pavement’ to come to terms with 
her young son’s life and death.”

—Lawrence Hill, author of The 
Book of Negroes



“Holden After and Before is 
deeply moving, and it feels true—
not in the sense of being 
documentary, but in the sense 
that art strives to share truth 
about the world and our time in 
it.”

—Alix Ohlin, author of We Want 
What We Want



“Loss is a sledgehammer—and 
also a feather. This is what Tara 
McGuire’s book so aptly walks the 
reader through. Holden After 
and Before is both a love letter 
and a secret diary.”

—Jann Arden, author of Feeding 
My Mother
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Memoir

Publication:
Fall 2022
HarperCollins Canada

Steerforth Press

Film/TV:
Available

Materials:
Manuscript Available

Rights Sold:
English (Canada): 
HarperCollins Canada

English (US): Steerforth Press

Invisible Boy
Harrison Mooney
An unforgettable coming-of-age memoir about a Black boy adopted into a white, Christian 
fundamentalist family



Perfect for fans of Educated, Punch Me Up to the Gods, and Surviving the White Gaze



“An affecting portrait of life inside the twin prisons of racism and unbending orthodoxy.”  –
Kirkus Reviews

A powerful, experiential journey from white cult to Black consciousness: Harrison Mooney’s 
riveting story of self-discovery lifts the curtain on the trauma of transracial adoption and the 
internalized antiblackness at the heart of the white evangelical Christian movement.



Inspired by Ralph Ellison’s Invisible Man the same way Ta-Nehisi Coates’s Between the World and 
Me was inspired by James Baldwin, Harrison Mooney’s debut memoir will captivate readers with 
his powerful gift for storytelling, his keen eye for insight and observation, and his wry sense of 
humor.



As an adopted and homeschooled Black boy with ADHD at white fundamentalist Christian 
churches and tent revivals, Mooney was raised amid a swirl of conflicting and confusing 
messages and beliefs. Within that radical and racist right-wing bubble along the U.S. border in 
Canada’s Bible Belt, Harrison was desperate to belong and to be “visible” to those around him.



But before ultimately finding his own path, Harrison must first come to understand that the 
forces at work in his life were not supernatural, but the same trauma and systemic violence that 
has terrorized Black families for generations. Reconnecting with his birth mother–and 
understanding her journey–leads Harrison to a new connection with himself: the eyes looking 
down were my true mother’s eyes, and the face was my true mother’s face, and for the first time 
in my life, I saw that I was beautiful.

Harrison Mooney is a writer and journalist from Vancouver. Born to a West African immigrant 
mother, Harrison was adopted as an infant by a white family and raised in the bible belt of British 
Columbia, Canada before reconnecting with his biological family as an adult. Harrison has worked 
for The Vancouver Sun for nearly a decade as a reporter, editor and columnist. His writing has also 
appeared in The National Post, Yahoo, The Guardian, and Maclean's. He lives in East Vancouver 
with his family.

Represented by: Samantha Haywood
Contact: samantha@transatlanticagency.com
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Memoir

Publication:
October 2022
Tin House

Film/TV:
Available

Materials:
Manuscript Available

Rights Sold:
English (North America): Tin House

When They Tell You to Be 
Good
Prince Shakur
Prince Shakur’s debut memoir brilliantly mines his radicalization and self-realization through 
examinations of place, childhood, queer identity, and a history of uprisings.



Winner of the Hurston/Wright Crossover Award

After immigrating from Jamaica to the United States, Prince Shakur’s family is rocked by the 
murder of Prince’s biological father in 1995. Behind the murder is a sordid family truth, scripted 
in the lines of a diary by an outlawed uncle bent on avenging the murder of Prince’s father. As 
Shakur begins to unravel his family’s secrets, he must navigate the strenuous terrain of coming 
to terms with one’s inner self while confronting the steeped complexities of the Afro-diaspora.



When They Tell You to Be Good charts Prince Shakur’s political coming of age from 
closeted queer kid in a Jamaican family to radicalized adult traveler, writer, and anarchist in 
Obama and Trump’s America. Shakur journeys from France to the Philippines, South Korea, and 
elsewhere to discover the depths of the Black experience, and engages in deep political 
questions while participating in movements like Black Lives Matter and Standing Rock. By the 
end, Shakur reckons with his identity, his family’s immigration to the US before his birth, and the 
intergenerational impacts of patriarchal and colonial violence.



Examining a tangled web of race, trauma, and memory, When They Tell You to Be Good 
is a powerful interrogation of what we all must ask of ourselves in order to call forth a new 
America, Shakur compels readers to take a closer, deeper look at the political world of young, 
Black, queer, and radical millennials today.

Prince Shakur is a queer, Jamaican-American freelance journalist, cultural essayist, and grassroots 
organizer with a BA in Creative Writing from Ohio University. His words have been featured in Teen 
Vogue, Catapult, Level, Electric Lit, and more! In addition, Shakur is the proud writer in residence at 
Sangam House, Twelve Arts, The Studios of Key West, and La Maison Baldwin.

Represented by: Samantha Haywood and Chelene Knight
Contact: samantha@transatlanticagency.com & 

chelene@transatlanticagency.com
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Memoir

Publication:
September 2022
ECW Press

Film/TV:
Available

Materials:

Manuscript Available

Rights Sold:
World Rights Available Ex: 
North America (English), ECW 
Press

Same Ground
Chasing Family Down the California Gold Rush Trail

Russell Wangersky
An award-winning author goes looking for the meaning of family and belonging on a glorious 
wild-goose-chase road trip across middle America

Wangersky’s great-great-grandfather crossed the continent in search of gold in 1849. William 
Castle Dodge was his name, and he was 22 years old. He wrote a diary of that eventful journey 
that comes into the author’s hands 160 years later. And typically, quixotically, Wangersky decides 
to follow Dodge’s westward trail across the great bulging middle of America, not in search of 
gold but something even less likely: that elusive thing called family.

What ensues becomes this story, by turns hilarious and profound, about a very long trip — by 
car, in Wangersky’s case, and on mule and foot in Dodge’s. Interweaving his experiences on the 
road with Dodge’s diary, the author contemplates the human need to hunt for roots and 
meaning as he — and Dodge — encounter immigrants who risk everything to be somewhere 
else, while only glimpsing those who are there already and who want to hold onto their claim in 
the stream of human migration.



Same Ground is a story about what time washes away and what persists — and what we might 
find, unexpectedly, if we go looking.

Russell Wangersky is the multiple-award-winning author of seven books of fiction and non-fiction, 
including Burning Down the House, Whirl Away, and The Hour of Bad Decisions. Formerly a 
columnist with the SaltWire newspaper chain, he is currently editor-in-chief of the Saskatchewan 
Postmedia newspapers. He lives in Saskatoon, SK.

Represented by: Samantha Haywood
Contact: samantha@transatlanticagency.com

“Russell Wangersky weaves the 
diary of his ancestor’s trek in 
1849 with his own pursuit along 
the California Gold Rush Trail in 
a seamless tapestry that melds 
space and time. His theme is 
connection: his own lost family, 
the families he and his wife Leslie 
meet on the blue highways of 
America, the moms and pops who 
run the motels and the diners. 
Same Ground takes us on a wild 
chase into the uncharted 
territories of the heart.” — Wayne 
Grady, author of The Good 
Father



“I fell absolutely in love with 
Russell Wangersky’s Same Ground. 
The charming sense of wry 
humour, the quest to understand 
family and find roots, the deeply 
moving search for meaning in the 
face of mortality, the sharp 
insights, the keen eye, the 
vicarious peeks into life on the 
Gold Rush Trail of 1849, the road 
trip with a purpose — all of it 
makes for delightful company. 
What a ride! I’d follow this 
literary voice anywhere.” — Angie 
Abdou, author of This One Wild 
Life

“Overlaid like a stereoscope, past 
and present give Wangersky’s 
pilgrimage along the Gold Rush 
trail vivid three-dimensional 
reality. His great-great-
grandfather’s diary is packed with 
fascinating detail, and the quest 
to see what he saw opens the old 
and the new west to our eyes. As 
the modern couple scuffle 
around in the desert, the road 
also reveals the anatomy of a 
marriage — as all the best 
journeys do. A thoroughly 
enjoyable book.” — Marina 
Endicott, author of The 
Difference

“Russell Wangersky is a natural-
born storyteller, and he weaves 
together two starkly different, 
yet oddly complementary 
journeys — past and present, 
home and away — and does so 
with great aplomb. Less a travel 
book than a palimpsest, Same 
Ground overlays the Gold Rush 
Trail of ’49 with its modern 
equivalent, featuring cowboys 
and cardsharps, dodgy motels 
and tatty roadside attractions, 
the ‘natural beauty’ of a slag 
pour and towns that died of 
thirst. A thoughtful, meditative 
look at the open road and where 
it can lead us.” — Will Ferguson, 
Giller Prize-winning author of 
419 and The Finder
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Cultural Nonfiction

Publication:
Spring 2023
ECW Press

Film/TV:
Available

Materials:
Manuscript Available

Rights Sold:
English (North America): ECW 
Press

Bleed
Destroying Myths and Misogyny in Endometriosis

Tracey Lindeman
A searing indictment of the medical establishment in how it treats diseases of the 
reproductive system.

Part memoir, part reportage, BLEED is a scathing indictment of how the medical system 
discriminates against women and robs them of agency, particularly those with conditions like 
endometriosis. Tracey, an internationally published journalist, suffered from endometriosis for 
years, yet was consistently denied a hysterectomy to relieve her pain because doctors did not 
respect her choice to remain child free. Through research, interviews, and storytelling, Tracey 
weaves her own powerful narrative alongside an intersectional analysis of discrimination, 
revealing how medicine systematically gaslights chronically-ill women.

Tracey Lindeman is a longtime independent journalist, who has been published in The Guardian, 
Fortune Magazine, The Atlantic, TechCrunch, Canadian Broadcasting Corporation (CBC), Vice, 
The Walrus, and dozens of other publications. She loves punk rock, travel, and bold lipstick, and 
speaks multiple languages, including French and Spanish. She lives in western Quebec, Canada.

Represented by: Marilyn Biderman
Contact: marilyn@transatlanticagency.com



Frankfurt 2022 Adult Literature Frontlist 53

Prescriptive & 
Practical
Publication:
October 2020
Charles Dowding

Materials:
Manuscript and Book Available

Rights Sold:
English (UK): Charles 
Dowding/No Dig

Polish: Wydawnictwo Po 
Godzinach

Estonian: Varrak

Spanish: Diente de Leon

No Dig Gardening Guide
From Weeds to Vegetables Easily and Quickly

Charles Dowding
Written by award winning author, YouTube guru, and master organic gardener Charles 
Dowding, NO DIG GARDENING is a practical and inspiring pictorial guide showing gardeners 
how they can produce the same abundant, healthy, and low weed vegetable crops Charles 
has enjoyed for four decades of NOT digging in his gardens.

Though turning the soil has been a go-to practice of gardeners for generations, the benefits of 
NO DIG are undeniable. By not disturbing the soil, gardeners keep the beneficial mycorrhizal 
fungi intact, retain moisture, sow with little prep, weed less, sustain soil fertility, and enjoy 
healthy, abundant gardens.



Charles' straightforward text moves experienced gardeners from exhaustion to enthusiasm, and 
new gardeners from overwhelm to confidence. Once gardeners apply the simple and proven NO 
DIG GARDENING methods, most become NO DIG converts for life, and frequently express to 
Charles' their excitement about laying down the shovel, leaving carbon in the soil, eliminating 
the confusing cycle of fertilizing, and enjoying higher vegetable yields with fewer weeds, and less 
water, time, and work.

Charles teaches live and virtual workshops from his market garden Homeacres Garden in Somerset 
England and also lectures across Europe. He reaches people virtually worldwide through online 
courses, and hosts half million YouTube subscribers who enjoy his inspiring hands-on videos 
demonstrating the benefits, practices and abundant outcomes of his NO DIG organic gardening 
methods.



Charles' Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram posts reach 350,000 people with translation to Chinese 
and Japanese & subtitling in Spanish, Portuguese, German, French, Italian, Russian, Arabic, Hindi, and 
Polish.

Represented by: Sandra Bishop
Contact: sandra@transatlanticagency.com

Finalist, 2021 GREAT BRITISH GROWING AWARDS

Six 2020 GREAT BRITISH GROWING AWARDS

2020 “Practical Book of the Year" & 2018 "Social Media Influencer of the Year" GARDEN MEDIA 

GUILD
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Poetry

Publication:
Fall 2022
McClelland & Stewart

Film/TV:
Available

Materials:
Manuscript Available

Rights Sold:
English (World): McClelland & 
Stewart

Scars and Stars
Jesse Thistle
A beautiful and moving collection of poems and stories from the author of the #1 bestselling 
memoir From the Ashes.

Fans of Jesse Thistle’s extraordinary debut From the Ashes have already had the pleasure of 
reading his poetry, which is sprinkled throughout this bestselling memoir. In SCARS AND STARS, 
he digs deeper into the poetic form, which is especially close to his heart.



Charting his own history, the stories of people from his past, the burning intensity of new and 
unexpected love, the complex legacies of family and community, and the beauty of parenthood, 
this collection is a profound mediation that expands his engagement with the ideas and 
experiences that have shaped his body of work thus far.



Throughout the collection, prose pieces complement the poems, and to bring readers into 
Jesse’s life with greater intimacy than ever before. The result is an unforgettable furthering of his 
singular story, one that is sure to delight his many readers, but also serve as a perfect entry point 
for those new to the work of one of our most thrilling and honest writers.

Jesse Thistle is Métis-Cree, from Prince Albert, Saskatchewan, and an assistant professor in 
Humanities at York University in Toronto. From the Ashes was the top-selling Canadian book in 
2020, the winner of the Kobo Emerging Writer Prize for Nonfiction, Indigenous Voices Award, and 
High Plains Book Award, and also a finalist for CBC Canada Reads. Jesse won a Governor General’s 
Academic Medal in 2016, and is a Pierre Elliot Trudeau Foundation Scholar and a Vanier Scholar. A 
frequent keynote speaker, he lives in Hamilton, Ontario, with his wife, Lucie, and is at work on 
multiple projects, including his next book.  Jesse is represented by Samantha Haywood.

Represented by: Samantha Haywood
Contact: samantha@transatlanticagency.com
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Illustrated

Publication:
November 2021
Prospect Park Books & Goose 
Lane Editions

Film/TV:
Available

Materials:
Books Available

Rights Sold:
English (United States): 
Prospect Park Books/Turner 
Publishing

English (Canada): Goose Lane 
Editions

Inked
Cartoons, Confessions, Rejected Ideas and Secret 
Sketches from The New Yorker’s Joe Dator

Joe Dator
Veteran New Yorker cartoonist Joe Dator shares an extensive collection of previously 
unpublished cartoons as well as his greatest hits: a generous helping of cartoon sausages 
with a peek behind the scenes at how they got made.

Showcasing a menagerie of more than 150 of his greatest hits as well as cartoons “the Man” 
would not let him do; one of The New Yorker’s most beloved cartoonists, Joe Dator, takes us on a 
personal tour of the creative process, offering bonus commentary on how ideas have come to 
fruition, how one idea has led to another, and the various attempts to get an idea right. With 
deadpan humor, Dator shows how a spark of imagination has turned into a laugh-out-loud 
moment with only a single image and caption, and how other attempts have found themselves 
on the cutting-room floor. A lively, quick-witted behind-the-scenes look at obsession, 
inspiration, doodles and dreams; with lots and lots of funny cartoons.

Joe Dator has been a cartoonist for The New Yorker since 2006. He is a winner of The National 
Cartoonists Society’s 2018 Silver Reuben Award. He also contributes to MAD Magazine and Esquire, 
and has been commissioned to illustrate for such businesses as The Walls Vineyards, Bank of America, 
and Banana Republic. Joe attended the School of Visual Arts, studying under Harvey Kurtzman, one 
of his idols.

Represented by: Timothy Travaglini
Contact: tim@transatlanticagency.com

"JOE DATOR makes me LAUGH. 
EVERYBODY loves "behind the 
scenes" and his new book shows 
the secrets, inspirations, 
heartaches and TRIUMPHS of a life 
in cartoons. Christopher Guest 
and I have a collection of 
original cartoons and we love 
our Joe Dator!" - Jamie Lee Curtis



"Joe Dator's wonderful book 
illuminates the idea-path to an 
actual cartoon. It's hilarious, 
too." - Roz Chast, #1 New York 
Times bestselling cartoonist and 
author

"This welcome collection of his 
cartoons and rough sketches had 
me laughing so hard I snorted 
Pepsi out my nostrils [and I was 
drinking milk at the time]." - Barry 
Blitt, Pulitzer Prize-winning 
cartoonist and illustrator

"I enjoyed this look at how Joe's 
particular brand of sausage is 
made, but it didn't do much to 
quell my deep-seated resentment 
at just how damn good he is. If I 
see a gag and hiss, "’ wish I'd 
thought of that,’ chances are 
pretty good it's one of his. It's 
enraging. Go to hell, Joe." - Emily 
Flake, New Yorker cartoonist and 
author
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Graphic Novel

Publication:
January 2023
Drawn & Quarterly

Film/TV:
Available

Materials:
Dummy Available

Rights Sold:
English (World): Drawn & 
Quarterly

Why Don't You Love Me?
Paul Rainey
What seems like a dark family comedy on the surface, pulling you into the story one grim 
chuckle at a time, blossoms into a mind-blowing surreal adventure that will prompt you to 
read it again immediately.

Claire and Mark are an ordinary couple struggling with marital issues, depression, work burnout, 
and some unusually bad parenting decisions — or are they? Perspective is everything in this 
fascinating work of reality-bending fiction.

It seems like only yesterday that Claire and Mark were single and free to do whatever they 
wanted. Now, in defiance of their conscious brains, they find that they are married to each other 
and, worse still, parents.  Surely, no other adults are as ill equipped and resentful of their 
responsibilities as these two appear to be? How can they possibly cope with the day-to-day trials 
of family life? Why Don’t You Love Me? is about a seemingly dysfunctional sit-com family 
that at the end of the day still don’t love each other. Both long for whatever incomprehensible 
event that placed them here to be undone only to learn that, one day, when it is, their lives are 
even worse.

Paul B. Rainey is a British cartoonist who has been making comics for decades. In 2015, his graphic 
novel There’s No Time Like The Present was published by Escape Books. He has been a regular 
contributing cartoonist to Viz since 2013. He won the Observer Newspaper/Jonathan Cape/Comica 
Graphic Short Story Prize in 2020 with the strip Similar To But Not.

Represented by: Timothy Travaglini
Contact: tim@transatlanticagency.com

"Initially WHY DON’T YOU LOVE ME? 
reads like any number of slightly 
surrealistic slightly vapid 
early-2000s stories that were 
basically the cartoonist's way of 
telling you they hated everyone 
and everything. And then it came 
into focus and it wasn't that 
thing at all. And then it came 
into focus again, uplifting and 
heartbreaking and (a word that I 
use sparingly) relevant. The kind 
of story, leading to a last panel 
that's all pain and joy and 
delivers the whole thing. What a 
masterwork. To understand all is 
to forgive all." —Neil Gaiman
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Illustrated Humor

Publication:
August 2021
Hermes Press

Film/TV:
Available

Materials:
Books Available

Rights Sold:
World Rights Available Ex:



English (NA), Hermes Press, 
July 2021

Represented by Timothy 
Travaglini

If UR Stabby
Kaz Windness
Who’s positively magical and ready for sunshine, giggles, and sliding down rainbows? Not Stabby! 
Meet the world’s surliest unicorn. Starring the fan-favorite homicidal unicorn from Mother Goth 
Rhymes, this full-color collection of richly illustrated dark humor comic vignettes explores 
aspirational themes of rejection, depression, social anxiety, and the inevitability of death.

Author-Illustrator Kaz Windness specializes in cute and creepy characters and off-beat humor for 
nihilistic, sarcastic kids of all ages. Kaz studied children’s book illustration at the Rocky Mountain 
College of Art and Design, where she graduated valedictorian, and now teaches illustration. Kaz is 
obsessed with dogs, waffles, and all things spooky and witchy-woo-woo. Kaz lives in Colorado with 
her English teacher husband, two sons, and hyperactive Boston Terrier named Remy.

Represented by: Timothy Travaglini
Contact: tim@transatlanticagency.com

"Stabby, a stout, churlish, teal-
colored unicorn, stars in this 
collection of stand-alone 
cartoons, paneled strips, 
reimagined tarot cards, and 
funny re-imaginings of iconic 
images, such as Vermeer's Girl 
With a Pearl Earring featuring 
Stabby with a bloody horn and an 
eye dangling from his ear. ... This 
collection leans into the 
macabre-the number of skewered 
eyes alone is unfathomable-and 
the gallows humor could easily 
make it a cult favorite. The color 
illustrations have verve and 
energy, perfectly matching the 
mood of the collection. An 
expression of our dark inner 
demons that is both hilarious and 
cathartic." — Kirkus Reviews
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Illustrated Humor

Publication:
September 2019
Hermes Press

Film/TV:
Available

Materials:
Books Available

Rights Sold:
World Rights Available Ex:



World English, Hermes Press, 
July  2019

Represented by Timothy 
Travaglini

Mother Goth Rhymes
Kaz Windness
In the spirit of Charles Addams, Edward Gorey, and Tim Burton; Kaz Windess' deliciously 
macabre poems and cartoons will leave you with the biggest grin that only gallows humor 
can do.

Mother Goth Rhymes: Mother Goth invites you into her world of grim and gruesome tales 
that celebrate the macabre with a selection of poems created especially for you! Feel your spine 
tingle with a new look at some old classics, from “Rock-A-Bye Zombie” to “Roses are Dead,” 
these poems explore the dark underbelly of our childhood favorites. Don’t be afraid of the 
dark...it's more fun there!

Author-Illustrator Kaz Windness specializes in cute and creepy characters and off-beat humor for 
nihilistic, sarcastic kids of all ages. Kaz studied children’s book illustration at the Rocky Mountain 
College of Art and Design, where she graduated valedictorian, and now teaches illustration. Kaz is 
obsessed with dogs, waffles, and all things spooky and witchy-woo-woo. Kaz lives in Colorado with 
her English teacher husband, two sons, and hyperactive Boston Terrier named Remy.

Represented by: Timothy Travaglini
Contact: tim@transatlanticagency.com
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Greatest Hits:

Urban Fantasy

Greatest Hits:

Book Club Fiction

Instamom
Chantel Guertin

Instamom heroine Kit Kidding is the leader of the “kid-free forever” social-media movement 
founded to normalize the life choices of women who choose not to have children. But then she 
meets Will, a single father. When Will invites her to move in with him temporarily, Kit sees glimpses 
of what a life with children could be like.






Represented by: Samantha Haywood; Contact: samantha@transatlanticagency.com

Publication:
Summer 2021
Publisher:
English, (Canada): Doubleday

English (US & UK & ANZ): 
Kensington

Polish (World): Harde 
Publishing House 

TV/Film: Alibi Entertainment

Greatest Hits:

Memoir

Greatest Hits:

Nonfiction

Severed Wings
Steven-Elliot Altman

Brandon Jones, a young actor, stands on the verge of fame and fortune when a car accident shatters 
his life. With nothing to live for, he becomes obsessed with his mysterious new neighbors, who he 
becomes convinced can help restore all he lost. Ultimately an ancient secret draws a terrifying foe 
bent on destroying everything he’s now come to love.




Represented by: Timothy Travaglini; Contact: tim@transatlanticagency.com

Publication:
May 2020
Publisher:
English (World): WordFire 
Press

Toufah
Toufah Jallow with Kim Pittaway

After Toufah won a national pageant in her native Gambia, the President of Gambia, a notorious 
dictator, summoned her to the State House and asked her to marry him. Enraged by her refusal, he 
drugged and raped her, and she fled the country in a harrowing escape. Toufah is recognized 
internationally among the top young activists in the world, and has now established The Toufah 
Foundation, which suports sexual assault survivors, and education against gender-based violence. 




Represented by: Marilyn Biderman; Contact: marilyn@transatlanticagency.com

Publication:
October 2021
Publisher:
English (Canada): Random 
House ﻿Canada

﻿U.S.: Steerforth

World French: Editions des 
Femmes

Secrets of the Sprakkar
Eliza Reid

SECRETS OF THE SPRAKKAR is a love letter to Iceland, a country Eliza moved to at the age of 27. 
This is a portrait of what it’s like to live, work, and raise a family in a nation where the aspiration to 
gender parity is considered the norm. ﻿﻿﻿Sprakkar is the plural form of an ancient Icelandic word, 
sprakki, that means extraordinary or outstanding woman. Iceland is rightly thought of as one of the 
best places in the world to be a woman. Through conversations with women around Iceland, 
including a mountaineer, sexologist, mayor, football hero, and others, SECRETS OF THE 
SPRAKKAR illustrates what has led to this level of parity.



Represented by: Samantha Haywood; Contact: samantha@transatlanticagency.com

Publication:
March 2021
Publisher:
English (Canada): Simon & 
Schuster Canada 

English (World ex. Canada): 
Sourcebooks

French (World): Michel Lafon

German (World): btb, Penguin 
Random House Verlagsgruppe 

Icelandic (World): ﻿Forlagið

Korean (World): ﻿Courrier

Slovak (World): Grada Slovakia

Japanese (World): Akashi 
Shoten
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Greatest Hits:

Literary Fiction

Greatest Hits:

Literary Fiction

I'm Thinking of Ending Things
Iain Reid

I'M THINKING OF ENDING THINGS was produced by Oscar winner Charlie Kaufman for a Netflix 
Original feature, sold in over 20 territories, named a best book of the year by NPR & Amazon, and a 
Shirley Jackson Award finalist. It seems to be about a young couple in the early throes of a 
relationship. Amidst uncertainty, they’ve set out on their first road trip, so The Girlfriend can meet 
the boyfriend, Jake’s, parents. The full story isn’t unlocked until the very last words are read.

Represented by: Samantha Haywood; Contact: samantha@transatlanticagency.com

Publication:

June 2016
Publisher:
World Rights Available Ex: 
Scout Press, S&S US; S&S 
Canada; Text Publishing UK & 
ANZ; (simultaneous 
publication in English in June 
2016), Prometheus, The 
Netherlands; Rocco Brazil; 
Presses de la Cite, France; 
HaKursa, Israel; Lindhardt og 
Ringhof, Denmark; Droemer, 
Germany [Saga/Egmont, 
Germany Audio]; Teas, Turkey; 
Prosznski, Poland; WeLearn, 
Thailand; AST, Russian.

Greatest Hits:

Book Club Fiction

Greatest Hits:

Book Club Fiction

Things To Do When It's Raining
Marissa Stapley

After more than a decade, Mae, hoping to find solace within the Summers’ Inn, instead finds her 
grandparents in the midst of decline and their past unravelling around her. A lifetime of secrets that 
implicates her family reveal a version of the past that will forever change Mae’s future.






Represented by: Samantha Haywood; Contact: samantha@transatlanticagency.com

Publication:

October 2017
Publisher:
World Rights Available Ex:  
Simon & Schuster, Canada; 
Graydon House, US, Spring 
2018; Rowholt Verlag, 
Germany; Sperling & Kupfer, 
Italy; Ikar, Slovakia; Euromedia 
Group, Czech Republic; 
Cappelen Damm, Norway, 
Film Rights Available

Lucky
Marissa Stapley

What if you had the winning ticket that would change your life forever, but you couldn’t cash it in? 
Luciana ("Lucky") Armstrong is a tough, talented grifter with a heart of gold. After pulling off a 
million-dollar heist with her boyfriend, Cary, she's ready to take off to the tropics and start a brand-
new life.  But when he leaves her holding the bag for the crimes he committed, she soon realizes 
she has nothing left except a multi-million-dollar winning lottery ticket she bought on a whim. But 
how can she cash it in with the police on her trail and no one to trust?



Represented by: Samantha Haywood; Contact: samantha@transatlanticagency.com

Publication:
April 2021
Publisher:
English (North America): 
Simon & Schuster 

Korean (World): Moonhak 
Soochup Publishng Co.

English (UK): Hodder & 
Stoughton

Portuguese (exclusive Brazil, 
non-exclusive elsewhere ex. 
Portugal, Angola and 
Mozambique): Editora Record 

Bulgarian (World): Ciela 
Norma Ad Publishing House

Polish (World): Świat Książki

TV Film: Hello Sunshine

Foe
Iain Reid

FOE, Reid's highly-anticipated follow-up, a young couple's quiet, simple existence devolves into 
paranoia and uncertainty after the sudden arrival of a mysterious stranger from the city. The man 
hasn't appeared by accident or chance, but purposefully, to deliver alarming, life-altering news…



Represented by: Samantha Haywood; Contact: samantha@transatlanticagency.com

Publication:

August 2018
Publisher:
U.S., Scout Press S&S; Canada, 
Simon & Schuster Canada; 
Scribner, UK; Germany, 
Droemer; Brazil, Rocco; Italy, 
Rizzoli; Turkey, Teas; Czech, 
Leda; French, Presses de la 
Cité; Portuguese, 20/20 
Editora; Korea, Hyeonamsa 
Publishing; China, Guomai; 
Russian, AST.

Film/TV: Anonymous Content

Manuscript Available
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Greatest Hits:

Mystery & Thriller

Greatest Hits:

Mystery & Thriller

Still Mine
Amy Stuart

The Girl on the Train meets The Silent Wife in this taut psychological thriller.

Clare is on the run. From her past, from her husband, and from her own secrets. When she turns up 
alone in the remote mining town of Blackmore asking about Shayna Fowles, the local girl who 
disappeared, everyone wants to know who Clare really is and what she’s hiding. As Clare uncovers 
the mysteries around Shayna’s disappearance, she must confront her own demons, moving us 
deeper and deeper into the labyrinth of lies and making us question what it is she’s really running 
from.

Represented by: Samantha Haywood; Contact: samantha@transatlanticagency.com

Publication:

March 2016
Publisher:
English (North America ex. 
Canada), Touchstone US

English (Canada): S&S Canada 

English (UK and 
Commonwealth ex. Canada): 
Canelo Digital Publishing 

Polish (World): Virtualo 

Film/TV Lark Productions

Still Water
Amy Stuart

A new thriller featuring Clare and Malcolm, this time on the hunt for a missing mother and son in a 
town that is drowning in deception.

Sally Proulx and her young boy have mysteriously disappeared in the stormy town of High River. 
Clare is hired to track them down, hoping against all odds to find them alive. But High River isn’t 
your typical town. It’s a place where women run to—women who want to escape their past. They 
run to Helen Haines, a matriarch who offers them safe haven and anonymity. Pretending to be 
Sally’s long-lost friend, Clare turns up and starts asking questions, but nothing prepares her for the 
swirl of deception and the depth of the lies.

Represented by: Samantha Haywood; Contact: samantha@transatlanticagency.com

Publication:

May 2018
Publisher:
English (North America ex 
Canada): Touchstone US

English (Canada): S&S Canada

English (UK and 
Commonwealth ex. Canada): 
Canelo Digital Publishing 

Polish (World): Virtualo 

Film/TV Lark Productions﻿

Manuscript Available

Greatest Hits:

Mystery & Thriller

Greatest Hits:

Memoir

From the Ashes
Jesse Thistle
This #1 internationally bestselling and award-winning memoir about overcoming trauma, prejudice, 
and addiction by a Métis-Cree author as he struggles to find a way back to himself and his 
Indigenous culture. Now, in this heart-wrenching and triumphant memoir, Jesse Thistle honestly 
and fearlessly divulges his painful past, the abuse he endured, and the tragic truth about his parents. 
An eloquent exploration of the dangerous impact of prejudice and racism, FROM THE ASHES is 
ultimately a celebration of love.





Represented by: Samantha Haywood; Contact: samantha@transatlanticagency.com

Publication:
June 2021
Publisher:
World: Atria

﻿Chinese Simplified: China 
Translation & Publishing 
House

Large Print: Thorndike (US, 
Philippines, and US territories)

Turkey: Pegasus Yayinlari

Still Here
Amy Stuart

Malcolm is gone. Disappeared. And no one knows where or why. His colleague and fellow private 
investigator, Clare, is certain she can find him, as she holds the key to his past. As Clare pulls back 
the layers, she discovers secrets the entire community is trying desperately to leave in the past.






Represented by: Samantha Haywood; Contact: samantha@transatlanticagency.com

Publication:

July 2020
Publisher:
English (North America ex 
Canada): Touchstone US

English (Canada): S&S Canada

English (UK and 
Commonwealth ex. Canada): 
Canelo Digital Publishing 

Polish (World): Virtualo 

Film/TV Lark Productions



Frankfurt 2022 rights@transatlanticagency.com 62

World Rights:

RomCom

World Rights:

RomCom

The Christmas Wager
Holly Cassiday

When Bella’s dream promotion depends on her convincing an aging owner of a Christmas store to 
sell his property, she doesn’t expect a fight, but nothing is ever quite that simple. A deal is struck 
between the parties – if Bella beats the owner’s grandson, Jesse, at the annual Maple Falls Holiday 
Games, she can buy the property. If she loses, Bella could return to Los Angeles with nothing. As 
Bella and Jesse face-off over baking movie scenes, racing across frozen lakes, and participating in a 
unique kind of axe throwing, they soon realize there’s a thin line between wanting to beat the 
competition and trying not to fall for them....

Publication:
Fall 2023
Publisher:
English (US): Putnam US‌

English (Canada): ‌Penguin 
Canada‌‌

Married, Not Married
Rebecca Fisseha

Mouthy, rebellious, spicy, and loveable Mizan, an avid runner and successful physiotherapist, finds 
herself with increasingly romantic feelings towards Kaldikan, her platonic BFF, an aspiring actor, 
who is shy (at least off stage), kind, thoughtful, funny, and extraordinarily handsome. With his 
immigration status in jeopardy, Miz agrees to marry him. Kal’s family throws a huge party for them 
back in Ethiopia, and there they confess that they have genuine romantic feelings for one another 
but immigration procedures stand in the way of their being able to stay together.

Publication:
April 2024
Publisher:
World: Penguin Random 
House Canada

Don't You Dare
Jessica Hamilton

Wife and stay at home Mom Hannah has lost all sense of herself. Unhappy in her marriage and 
feeling invisible and irrelevant to the rest of the world, she sleepwalks through life - until she gets 
an email from Thomas, her best friend plus benefits in high school and the boy who broke her heart. 
Thomas is back after fourteen years away and he convinces her to revive their high school secret 
"The Daring Game", in which they trade dares back and forth, raising the stakes each time. Only this 
time the dares, which used to just be juvenile pranks, escalate and could cost them both everything. 

Publication:

Spring 2023
Publisher:
World: Crooked Lane ‌

World Rights:

Mystery & Thriller

World Rights:

Nonfiction

Firebrand
Joshua Knelman

It's the start of the new millennium and a young lawyer is recruited to work for an unnamed 
multinational company. It isn't until his second interview that the product the company produces is 
revealed to him: cigarettes. Possibly the most controversial consumer product in human history: 
seductive, addictive, and deadly--yet completely legal. Over the next decade, he travels the world 
as he works as legal counsel to successfully market cigarettes in dozens of countries. Written with 
the character-based gusto and narrative flare akin to Michael Lewis, and the behind-the-scenes 
intrigue of Bad Blood and Confessions of an Economic Hit Man, Firebrand is a compelling paradox 
of corporate responsibility, public health, and an engrossing tale of a morally dubious yet 
completely legal enterprise.

Publication:
September 2022
Publisher: 
World Rights: Penguin Canada
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World Rights:

RomCom

World Rights:

Mystery & Thriller

The Revenge List
Hannah Mary McKinnon

The people in Frankie Morgan’s life say she’s angry. Emotionally stunted. Combative. But really, who 
can blame her? It’s hard being nice when your clients are insufferable, your next-door neighbor is a 
miserable old busybody, and the cowardly driver who killed your mother is still out living it up 
somewhere.

Somehow, though, she finds herself at her very first anger-management group session, learning 
about how “forgiveness is a process.” One that starts with a list. Frankie reluctantly creates a list of 
everyone who’s wronged her in some way over the years; including herself. When the list is lost and, 
one by one, the people she’s named start getting hurt, Frankie must figure out what's happening -  
or she could be next.‌‌

Publication:
May 2023
Publisher:
English (World): MIRA

Sisters of the Lost Nation
Nick Medina

Anna Horn is always looking over her shoulder. For the bullies who torment her, for the entitled 
visitors at the reservation’s casino…and for the nameless, disembodied entity that stalks her every 
step—an ancient tribal myth come-to-life, one that’s intent on devouring her whole. With strange 
and sinister happenings occurring around the casino, Anna starts to suspect that not all the horrors 
on the reservation are old. Part gripping thriller and part mythological horror, author Nick Medina 
spins an incisive and timely novel of life as an outcast, the cost of forgetting tradition, and the 
courage it takes to become who you were always meant to be.

Publication:
April 2023
Publisher:
World All Languages: Berkley 
(PRH)

Not That Kind of Place
Michael Melgaard

David McPherson lives in a small town on Vancouver Island. Years ago, the police hastily and ineptly 
investigated the murder of his sister, and pinned it on an obvious, but erroneous suspect. The novel 
explores the long-term effects the murder has on the victim’s family and friends, and the recurring 
traumatization that comes with our societies’ consumption of true-crime content as a reporter 
seeks to write an article on the twentieth anniversary of the cold case.

Publication:
September 2023
Publisher:
World: House of Anansi Press

World Rights:

Horror & Thriller

World Rights:

Literary Fiction

All I Want for Christmas
Maggie Knox

When Sadie and Max are selected as contestants on a famed reality singing show special holiday 
season, Sadie thinks she’s finally gotten her big break and Max sees a chance to step out of his 
megastar father’s shadow. When they’re paired up for duet week and stun the world with their 
onstage chemistry, fans go wild and the judges demand they remain a duo on and offstage, or exit 
the competition. Faking a relationship shouldn’t be too hard, except for one small problem—Sadie 
and Max can’t stand each other. 

But with their dreams just within reach, they agree to the ruse. Will their fake relationship be 
exposed before they can win? Or might their phony connection turn real by the Christmas finale?

Publication:
October 2022
Publisher:
World Rights: Putnam

English (Canada): Penguin 
Canada

English (UK): ﻿Hodder & 
Stoughton‌

Large Print: Thorndike‌‌
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World Rights:

RomCom

World Rights:

Literary Fiction

River Meets The Sea
Rachael Moorthy
A contemporary, Canadian seafaring epic, RIVER MEETS THE SEA follows the seemingly separate 
timelines of a white-passing, Indigenous foster child in 1940s Vancouver and an Afro-Sri Lankan 
immigrant in the suburbs of Nanaimo in the 1970s. The novel traces the seemingly separate lives of 
these spirited young men and their ever-elusive connection to water until they inevitably cross 
paths, revealing rich, lesser-known Canadian histories along the way. RIVER MEETS THE SEA is 
inspired by the lives of real people from Turtle Island, and seeks to illuminate the 
interconnectedness of humanity and our lifeblood: the dynamic element of water. At the heart of 
the novel is the desire to foster unity between different generations and demographics, to bring 
much needed representation for those with braided identities, and to challenge the often 
monolithically delineated categories of Black and white.

Publication:

Spring 2023
Publisher:

House of Anansi

Our Voice of Fire
Brandi Morin

French/Cree/Iroquois journalist Brandi Morin uses her experience as a survivor to shed light on the 
crisis of Missing and Murdered Indigenous Women and Girls in North America, chronicling her 
journey from foster kid and runaway to an internationally acclaimed journalist seeking justice for 
people who did not survive the violence that targets Indigenous people in Canada and around the 
world.

Publication:
Fall 2023
Publisher:
World: House of Anansi

Dinner on Mars
Lenore Newman and Evan D. G. Fraser

Feeding a Martian is one of the greatest challenges in the history of agriculture. Will a Red Planet 
menu involve cheese and ice cream made from vats of fermented yeast? Will red planet 
pharmaceuticals be created from engineered barley grown using geothermal energy? Will the 
protein of choice feature a chicken breast grown in a lab or nut-flavoured insects raised on 
excrement? Weird, wonderful, sometimes disgusting; figuring out “what’s for dinner on Mars” is far 
from trivial. What the first Martians eat will affect how long the rest of us live, may make us 
healthier, and might even save our current planet as well. If we can sustain ourselves on Mars, we 
create the know-how to do it on Earth.

Publication:
October 2022
Publisher:
World: ECW Press

World Rights:

Memoir

World Rights:

Nonfiction

Mr. Perfect On Paper
Jean Meltzer

Dara Rabinowitz, creator of popular Jewish dating app J-Mate and descendant of a long line of 
professional matchmakers, has a secret: she hasn't been able to find her own match. When her 
beloved bubbe leaks Dara's private checklist for “The Perfect Jewish Husband” on national 
television, charming on-air personality Chris Steadfast suggests they turn Dara’s search into must-
see TV.‌

Publication:
August 2022
Publisher:
World Rights: MIRA

Hebrew: Dani Books‌‌

Large Print: Thorndike
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World Rights:

Mystery & Thriller

World Rights:

Romance

Three Holidays and a Wedding
Marissa Stapley

Three times the holiday magic. Three times the chaos.

As strangers and seatmates Maryam Aziz and Anna Gibson fly to Toronto over the holidays—
Maryam to her sister’s impromptu wedding, and Anna to meet her boyfriend’s wealthy family for 
the first time—neither expect that severe turbulence will scare them into confessing their deepest 
hopes and fears to one another. At least they’ll never see each other again. And the love of 
Maryam’s life, Saif, wasn’t sitting two rows behind them hearing it all. Oops.

Publication:
Fall 2023
Publisher:
World Rights: Putnam US

World Rights:

Prose Poems

World Rights:

Literary Fiction

Love Letters to Lost Souls
Kai Cheng Thom

From the award-winning author of Fierce Femmes and Notorious Liars, and I Hope We Chose Love, 
Kai Cheng Thom, comes a collection of prose poems  that uplifts queer and marginalized people, 
shows grace to those seemingly beyond saving, and affirms the imperfect yet sacred humanity in us 
all.

Publication:
TBD 2023
Publisher:
English (Canada): Penguin 
Random House Canada

World, excluding Canada: Dial 
Press, Penguin Random House 
USA

The Spectacular
Zoe Whittall

ZOE WHITTALL’s third novel, The Best Kind of People is currently being adapted for limited series by 
director Sarah Polley. It was shortlisted for the Scotiabank Giller Prize, named Indigo’s #1 Book of 
2016, a Heather’s Pick and a Best Book of the Year by the Walrus, the Globe and Mail, Toronto Life 
and the National Post. Her second novel, Holding Still for as Long as Possible, won a Lambda Literary 
Award for trans fiction and was an American Library Association Stonewall Honor Book. Her debut 
novel, Bottle Rocket Hearts, won the Dayne Ogilvie Prize and is being adapted for screen. She has 
worked as a TV writer on the Emmy Award–winning comedy Schitt’s Creek and the Baroness Von 
Sketch Show, for which she won a 2018 Canadian Screen Award. She has an MFA from the 
University of Guelph and has called Toronto home since 1997.

Publication:
August 2021
Publisher:
English (Canada): 
HarperCollins

English (US): Penguin Random 
House, Ballantine

English (UK): Hodder & 
Stoughton 

Polish (World): Legimi

The Last Resort
Marissa Stapley

From bestselling author Marissa Stapley comes a gripping novel about marriage, loyalty, and the 
deadly secrets that unravel over the course of a two-week couples’ therapy retreat in Mexico.

Miles Markell is missing, and everyone is a suspect. To the guests at The Harmony Resort, Doctors 
Miles and Grace Markell appear to be a perfect power couple. They run a couples’ therapy retreat in 
a luxurious resort in the Mayan Riviera where they help spouses deal with their marriage struggles, 
but it becomes clear that Harmony is not all that it seems—and neither are Miles and Grace. What 
are they hiding, and what price will these couples pay for finding out their secrets?

Publication:

June 2019
Publisher:
World Rights Available Ex. US, 
Graydon House, June 18, 2019; 
Canada, S&S, June 4, 2019; 
Germany, Rowohlt, 2019; UK, 
Allen & Unwin; Israel, Korim 
Publishing House. Manuscript 
Available.
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